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 David Alan Grindle was born on July 2, 1946, to Donald Edward and 
Geraldine Lou (Rolston) Grindle in Springfield, Clark County, Ohio.  He 
lived in the same house for all but 13 days of 22 years.  He graduated from 
Springfield Shawnee High School in 1964.  He was one of five students who 
received sponsorships to General Motors Institute (GMI) (now Kettering 
University) in Flint, Michigan.  His sponsor was Frigidaire Division of Gen-
eral Motors Corporation in Dayton, Ohio.   He was enrolled in Electrical En-
gineering.  While at GMI, David joined Eta Mu Chapter, Sigma Nu Fraterni-
ty which had a house in Flushing, Michigan.  After two years, he felt he was 
being stifled in his work experiences and transferred schools.  He became a 
student in the School of Education at Bowling Green State University, 
Bowl-ing Green, Ohio.  He majored in Mathematics and minored in Physics.  
He graduated in 1968. 

 He accepted a Hardware Test Job at International Business Machine 
Corporation in Poughkeepsie, New York.  He only worked there for 4 1/2 
months when he received a draft notice from his Clark County, Ohio, Draft 
Board.  While working during a 60 day delay, he was able to evade the draft 
by joining the United States Air Force.  David began his military service on 
November 20, 1968.  He retired as a Major, O-4, after 20 years as a Naviga-
tor/Weapons Systems Officer/Electronic Warfare Officer with over 2100 
Flying hours in T-41, T-37, T-38, T/ET-29, EB-57, F-4C/D/E, and F/EF-
111A.  He was stationed mostly in the Western United States, and in Okina-
wa, Korea, and Germany. 

 After retiring, he worked as a substitute teacher for almost two years.  
Dave was then hired as an Information Technology Programmer Analyst for 
the Idaho Department of Water Resources.  After 16 years, he retired in 2006 
as an Information Technology Systems Integration Analyst. 

 He married Karen Gwen Schooler Frank in September 2001.  Together, 
they have three (3) Adult children, David Edward Grindle, Tharrin Raymond 
Frank, and Heidi Lynn (Frank) Olson.  They have nine Grandchildren and 
one Great-Grandson. 

 They are members of Community United Methodist Church in Coeur 
d’Alene, Idaho.  They both participate in the choir. 

Masonic Biography 
Lodge 

 Dave was raised as a Master Mason in Teikoku Lodge #19 of the Grand 
Lodge of Japan on December 30, 1974 as a courtesy for St Andrews Lodge 
#619 of the Grand Lodge of Ohio F&AM.  He is an Endowed Member of St 
Andrews Lodge.  He is past member and Past Master of Elmore Lodge #30, 
Grand Lodge of Idaho.  He affiliated and transferred his Life Membership to 
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Capital City Lodge #93 in Boise, Idaho, and is twice Past Master.  He served 
the Grand Lodge Of Idaho as District Deputy Grand Master of the 7th Mason-
ic District from 1997-1999.  He is also a Life Member of Acacia Lodge #118, 
Grand Lodge of Oregon and served one year as Senior Warden. He is a mem-
ber of Kootenai Lodge #24, Hayden, Idaho 

 He served the Grand Lodge of Idaho as the Credentials Committee 
Chairman in 1997, 1998, and 2005; he also served on the Information Tech-
nology Committee in 2006-07. 

Chapter 

  Dave was exalted as a Royal Arch Master in March 1994 in Mountain 
Home Chapter Royal Arch Masons #24.  He served as High Priest in 1998.  
He became a Life Member of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of 
Idaho. He affiliated and transferred his Life Membership to Boise Chapter #3 
where he was Excellent High Priest in 2007.  He is also a Life Member of 
Anchorage Chapter #3, Anchorage, Alaska; Springfield Chapter #48, Spring-
field, Ohio; Zadoc Chapter #34, Ontario, Oregon; and Oriental Chapter #19, 
Seattle, Washington. 

 He received the Order of High Priesthood in 1998 and was Excellent 
President in 2007-08. 

 He was appointed as the Excellent Grand Master of the 1st Veil of the 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Idaho.  In 2002, he was elected 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter.  He served as Grand High Priest in 
2009-10. 

 He was appointed as the General Grand Chapter Ambassador to Idaho 
for the Triennium of 2005-08.  

 He is a recipient of the Ephraim Kirby Award of the General Grand 
Chapter in 2016 

Council 

 Dave was Greeted a Select Master in 1994 in Idaho Council #1.  He 
served as Illustrious Master in 1999 and became a Life Member.  He was 
received into the Order of the Silver Trowel in 1999 and served as Thrice 
Illustrious Master in 2004.  In 1999, he was appointed as the Grand Sentinel 
of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of Idaho.  He advanced through the 
line until he was elected as Grand Recorder of the Grand Council in 2002.  
He served as Illustrious Grand Master of Idaho in 2005. 

 He is an Endowed Member of Springfield Council #17, Springfield, 
Ohio, and a Life Member of Anchorage Council #1, Anchorage, Alaska; 
Baker Council #16, Ontario, Oregon; and Seattle Council #6, Renton Wash-
ington. 
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 He ran for the office of General Grand Recorder of the General Grand 
Council of Cryptic Masons, International, in 2006-08 and was elected and 
installed at the Triennial Assembly in Indianapolis, Indiana, in September 
2008.  He announced his candidacy for General Grand Master in 2015 and 
was elected and installed at the Triennial Assembly in Portland, Oregon, in 
August 2017. 

 He is a recipient of the Order of the Secret Vault of the General Grand 
Council in the initial presentations of 2012 

Commandery 

 Sir Knight David was knighted as a Knight of the Temple in 1994 in 
Idaho Commandery #1.  He served as its Eminent Commander in 2000 and 
became a Life Member.  He is also a Life Member of Anchorage Command-
ery #2, Anchorage, Alaska; Baker Commandery #9, Ontario, Oregon; Rainier 
Commandery #28, Renton, Washington; and Marvin E. Fowler Commandery 
#7, Washington, District of Columbia.   He is a member of Palestine Com-
mandery #33, Springfield, Ohio. 

 He was appointed Eminent Grand Sentinel of the Grand commandery of 
Knights Templar of Idaho in 2000.  He advanced through the line until he 
was elected Grand Recorder in 2002.  He served as Grand Commander in 
2007-08. 

 Dave has served the Grand Commandery of Oregon as the District #6 
Supervisor.  He is the Senior Warden of the Oregon Past Commander’s As-
sociation.  He is a charter member and a Past Preceptor (2006-07) of the Ida-
ho Chapter of Knights Preceptor.  He currently is the Deputy Grand Precep-
tor of the Grand Chapter of the Sovereign Order of Knights Preceptor.  

 He served as Grand Commandery Coordinator for the Grand Encamp-
ment in 2009-11. 

He is a recipient of the Knight Commander of the Temple in 2009. 

Other Masonic Affiliations 

Dave has the following other Masonic and Non-Masonic Affiliations: 

1. St. Michael Conclave, Red Cross of Constantine, Past Sover-
eign and Recorder

2. Idaho Priory #13, Knights of the York Cross of Honour, Past
Prior and Registrar

3. Redemption Tabernacle No. XL, Holy royal Arch Knight Tem-
plar Priests, Past Preceptor, Knight Commander, and Registrar

4. Tri-Valley York Rite College #178, York Rite Sovereign Col-
lege of North America, Past Governor, Life Member, Recipient
of the Order of the Purple Cross, Associate Regent, Grand Gov-
ernor of Idaho
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5. Sovereign Grand Master’s Council A, Allied Masonic Degrees
of  the United States of America, Past Sovereign Master and
member of Royal Order of the Red Branch of Eri.

6. Member of Puget Sound Council #5, Royal Ark Mariner,
moored to Pacific Council #10, Allied Masonic Degrees

7. National Sojourners, Willamette Valley Chapter #529 and Spo-
kane Chapter #102, Member in Perpetuity.

8. Past Wise Master, Bois Chapter Rose Croix, Valley of Boise,
Idaho, Ancient & Accepted Scottish Rite, Southern Jurisdiction,
Knight of St Andrews, Life Member.

9. Member of the Valley of Coeur d’Alene, AASR, SJ.
10. Member of the Valley of Dayton, AASR, NJ
11. Member of Columbine Order #118, Order of the Sword of Bun-

ker Hill. Charter Honorable Grand Commander-in-Chief of
Syringa Order #121, Order of the Sword of Bunker Hill, Life
Member.

12. Intermountain Chapel #27, Commemorative Order of St Thom-
as of Acon, Worthy Master.  Provincial Grand Marshal of
Northwest Province.

13. Member of Great Chief’s Council 0, Knight Masons of the
United States of America, Life Member

14. Member, IX°, of Supreme Magus College, S.R.I.C.F., Life
Member

15. Salish Court No. 96, Province of the United States, Masonic
Order of Athelstan, Issaquah, Washington.  Marshal

16. Member of Red Star Lodge No. 205, Knights of Pythias,
Springfield, Ohio

17. Member of Khana Shahar Grotto, MOVPER, Springfield, Ohio
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OFFICERS FOR THE 47th TRIENNIUM 2017-20 

David A. Grindle  General Grand Master 
4425 W Magrath Dr C:  (208) 870-8397 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83815-0025 E-mail:  ggm20172020@gmail.com

Monty J. Glover Deputy General Grand Master 
87-1069 Anaha St C:  (808) 381-3202 
Waianae HI 96792 E-mail:  monty_glover@hotmail.com

William G. Snyder General Grand Principal Conductor of Work 
2830 Brentwood Ct C:  (816) 853-7414 
Independence MO 64055-2158 E-mail:  zorel1953@gmail.com

Charles L. Hollinger General  Grand-Treasurer 
125 Angelo Rd SE H:  (321) 676-2575 
Palm Bay FL 32909-3654 e-mail:  ggt@ggccmi.org

Bryan D. Bechler  General Grand Recorder 
Office:  PO Box 1115 C:  (208) 870-8397 
Granite Falls WA 98252-1115 e-mail:  ggcrec@gmail.com

Norman C. Lane Asst General Grand Recorder 
PO Box 332 C:  (208) 304-9051 
Meridian ID 83680-0332 e-mail:  bry.kat@frontier.com

John L. Belanger General Grand Captain Of the Guard 
1805 Canal Dr C:  (225) 921-4756 
Franklin LA 70538-5507 e-mail:  jlb1970@cox.net

Gheorghe Vilceanu General Grand Conductor Of the Council 
bld.Lacul Tei NR.63, bl.8, ap31 H:  +40722245694 
Bucharesti, Sector 2 Romania e-mail:  gheorghe_vilceanu_av@yahoo.com

Terrance L. Rybarczyk General Grand Marshal 
1422 138th Ln NW C:  (763) 458-6167 
Andover MN 55304-4082 e-mail:  hewho46@yahoo.com

Very Rev. E. Jeffrey Craig General Grand Chaplain 
158 Meadowbriar Rd H:  (585) 621-3796 C:  (585) 259-3796 
Rochester NY 14616-2339 e-mail:  ggchap@ggccmi.org

Rev. Charles M. Roberts Assistant General Grand Chaplain 
158 Meadowbriar Rd H:  (585) 621-3796 C:  (585) 259-3796 
Rochester NY 14616-2339 e-mail:  assstggchap1@ggccmi.org

Rev. James R. Herrington Asst General Grand Chaplain 
324 Stamford Dr C:  (302) 366-1160 
Newark DE 19711-2762 e-mail:  revjrh@verizon.net

General Grand Lecturer— 
Michel C. Sabatier Africa, Europe, Middle East 
110, Chemin de la Pompe H:  +336.03000306 
Vidauban 83550 France e-mail:  michel.c.sabatier@wanadoo.fr
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Mark E. Megee General Grand Steward 
PO Box 966 H:  (609) 301-8811 C:  (609) 937-8500 
Highstown NJ 08520-0966 e-mail:  markmegee@hotmail.com

Steven C. Monrotus General Grand Musician 
230 Farmway Dr H:  (573) 756-9020 C:  (573) 756-7500 
Farmington MO 63640-1026 e-mail:  smonrotusdmd@gmail.com

John A. Bridegroom General Grand Sentinel 
304 E 1225 N C:  (219) 916-2966 
Chesterton IN 46304-9523 e-mail:  grandcouncilofficer@comcast.net

LIVING PAST GENERAL GRAND MASTERS 

Dalvin L. Hollaway (1993-1996) 
PO Box 767 (541) 839-4326
Canyonville OR  97417-0767  oryork@tymewyse.net

Perry B. Anderson (2002-2005) 
216 N Van Buren Ave (605) 224-2406
Pierre SD  57501-3458 

Maurice C. “Bud” Himes (2005-2008) 
1314 Fern Rd (334)886-2163
Slocomb AL  36375-5626 budhimes@aol.com

Lawrence O. Weaver (2013-2017) 
19433 Prospector Ter H:  (503) 518-9129 C:  (503) 380-4717 
Oregon City OR 97045-6710 e-mail:  lweaver@bctonline.com
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REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTERS 

Kpakpovi M. “Marc” Adote Africa Regional Deputy 
12 Allee De L'ivraie Phone:  +0033674898951 
Montigny Le Pox 78180 Togo e-mail:  ataadote@yahoo.fr

Jonathan E. L. Chua Asia-Pacific Regional Deputy 
Lisa's Tender Lean Meats, 
Buhangin Diversion Rd, Cabantian Phone:  +639189080988 
Davao City Philippines 8000  e-mail:  joedchua@yahoo.com

Stephen R. Striggow East Central Regional Deputy 
545 Tenny St C:  (248) 634-3479 
Holly MI 48442-1533 e-mail:  srstriggow@comcast.net

Norman R. Draine Europe Regional Deputy 
1 Manor Drive, Bonby, near Brigg H:  +44-01652-618231  

C: +44-07802-442459
North Lincolnshire DN20 0QU UK e-mail:  normanbonby@aol.com

Marcos D. OSTRANDER M. Latin America Regional Deputy 
10104 Galsworthy Pl 
Betheseda MD 20817-1245 e-mail  marcosomulford@hotmail.com

Leonardo P. Sant’Anna South America Regional Deputy 
Rua Abel Scuissiato, 2829,  
Bloco 11 Apt. 102, Atuba C:  +55 41 99-666-4708 
Colombo PR 83408-280 Brazil e-mail  leohennington@gmail.com

Anthony T. Johnson North Central Regional Deputy 
2613 Alberta Ave H:  (402) 291-8603 C:  (402) 679-6141 
Bellevue NE 68147-2466 e-mail:  tjark@cox.net

Charles A. McCollum Northeast-North Regional Deputy 
71 Eunice Pkwy C:  (203) 375-3990 
Stratford CT 06615-6647 e-mail:  mccollumcharles1@gmail.com

James B. Walsh Northeast-South Regional Deputy 
113 Savannah Rd H:  (302) 615-7981 C:  (302) 745-7981 
Lewes DE 19958-1437 e-mail:  anglersmarina@yahoo.com

Robert A. Farrow Northwest Regional Deputy 
3824 Wanda St C:  (208) 419-8909 
Idaho Falls ID 83406-6831 e-mail:  mayday1@cableone.net 

Carle L. Jackson South Central Regional Deputy 
3025 Murphy Dr C:  (225) 938-3552 
Baton Rouge LA 70809-1529 e-mail:  carlejackson039@gmail.com 

Larry R. Gillespie Southeast Regional Deputy 
533 Schuette Rd H:  (813) 737-2574 C:  (813) 295-4999 
Plant City FL 33567-1783 e-mail:  lgilles533@aol.com 

James G. Baum Southwest Regional Deputy 
PO Box 599 H:  (760) 843-9258  C:  (760) 885-0256 
Helendale CA 92342-0599 e-mail:  jamesgbaum@msn.com
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AMBASSADORS 2017-20 

Alabama James C. McGee 
111 North Ave 
Fairhope AL 36532-2539 
(251) 404-5357 
jcmcgee61@gmail.com 

Alaska Dennis N. Oakland 
400 Pope's Rd Lot 5 
Palmer AK 99645-9514 
(907) 746-4848 C: (905) 982-5978 
dennis86@mtaonline.net

Arizona William R. Greenen, Sr. 
19408 N 37th Way 
Phoenix AZ 85050-3914 
(480) 510-4241 
bg_mason@yahoo.com 

Arkansas Silas M. Wilson 
220 E Mockingbird Ln 
Sheridan AR 72150-7619 
(870) 942-3955 C: (870) 917-5275 
silas7148@windstream.net

Austria Günter G. Steurer 
Max Schremsgasse 5/31 
A-2345 Brunn, Austria
+43 664 405 98 20 
office@concordia-piano.at

Brazil Maurício Cláudio de Albuquerque 
Rua Bento Gonçalves, 2821  Apto. 111  
Caxias do Sul RS 95020-412 Brazil  
(55) 54 3027-4262 C: (55) 54 9989-6262 
mauricio@directabrasil.com

California-North Robert A. L. Whitfield 
1006 Natwick Way 
Brentwood CA 94513-5450 
(925) 963-0933 
callbob1@gmail.com 

California-South Brett A. MacDonald 
469 N Stephora Ave 
Covina CA 91724-2653 
(626) 339-0871 
bmacdwp@gmail.com 

Canada Western Steven L. Dazey 
329 84th Ave SE 
Lake Stevens WA 98258-3358 
(425) 367-9417 
steve@dazey.org

Central America Oswald Hernandez Huerta 
PO Box 025513 SAL-14361 
Miami FL 33102-5513 
(305) 592-7754 
oswaldhh@gmail.com 

Colorado Roy A. Snyder 
4164 S Syracuse St 
Denver CO 80237-2168 
(303) 770-3630 C: (303) 520-4762 
rsnyder@brownandbigelow.com 

Connecticut J. Andrew Birdsall 
3 Westridge Ln 
Middletown CT 06457-4563 
(860) 638-1399 
jbirdsall@snet.net

Croatia Damir Mihelić 
Kobiliačka cresta 65 
10361 Sesvetski Kraljevac Croatia 
+385912004438 
mihelic.damir@gmail.com 

Cyprus Panayiotis M. Joannou 
PO Box 23911 
Nicosia 1687 Cyprus 
+357-22378195  C: +357-99635337 
chloej@cytanet.com.cy
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Delaware William F. Lott 
PO Box 186 
Dagsboro DE 19939-0186 
(302) 732-3068 
wflott@aol.com 

District of Columbia Marcel J. Desroches, Jr. 
2721 Arlington Dr Apt 304 
Alexandria VA 22306-7532 
(202) 312- 1207 C: (301) 651-9728 
mdesroches06@hotmail.com

Florida-North H. Warren Almand, Jr
2842 Magnolia Blossom Ln 
Marianna FL 32446-6394 
(850) 482-4809 
dd89pgo3@gmail.com 

Florida-South Dayle L. Schrock 
3672 Brantley Cir 
Rockledge FL 32955-4771 
H: (321) 338-2063 C: (321) 652-6454 
dayle318@hotmail.com 

France Patrick Roux 
11 rue Louis Braille 
13005 Marseille France  
+33 612 718977
roux.pk@wanadoo.fr 

Gabon Alain KASSA BAYONNE 
BP. 13681 
Libreville 283 Gabon 
+241 06266389 C: +241 07732626 
kbargn@yahoo.fr

Georgia F. Andrew Lane, Jr.
PO Box 1534  
Dallas GA 30132-1534  
(770) 445-1455  C:  (770) 317-0010
drewlane1995@gmail.com 

Germany Erich Dobesch 
Heinrich Ritzelstr.  33 
64823 Groß-Umstadt Germany 
06073-9679267 C: 0174-9878785 
erich@dobesch.com 

Greece Constantinos Korontzis 
19 Acharnon St  
10428 Athens Greece 
+30-6977507221
korontziskost@gmail.com 

Hawai'i Mark P. Leo 
1427 Mokuna Pl 
Honolulu HI 96816-7713 
(808) 429-5977 
fraichemark@gmail.com 

Idaho Jeremy C. Vaughn 
1409 Lauren Ln 
Filer ID 83328-4903 
(208) 339-6849 
jvaughn311@gmail.com 

Illinois Dale L. Corrice 
724 Fieldcrest Dr Unit A 
South Elgin IL 60177-3098 
(847) 622-8661 
dale8661@live.com

Indiana Michael C. Stoner 
60 E Gilland Ln 
Bloomfield IN 47424-7446 
(812) 384-3381 
sk_doc_stoner@yahoo.com 

Iowa Ronald W. Guthrie 
PO Box 1841 
Mason City IA 50402-1841 
(641) 424-9230 C: (641) 494-8888 
braveheart90@mchsi.com 

Italy Giovanni Vinci 
Via Petrelli 19 
73014 Gallipoli Italy 
+00393470906540 
vinci.giovanni@gmail.com 
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Japan Michael D. Pearce 
2387-2 Kamihongo, Matsudoshi 
Chibaken 271-0043 Japan 
+81-90-6519-8713 
mpearce8@gmail.com 

Kansas Rodney D. Middleton 
15064 Lyon Rd 
Altamont KS 67330-9216 
(620) 229-9950 
middletonrodney@hotmail.com 

Kentucky Carl A. Jomes 
182 Grand View Dr 
Williamsburg KY 40769-8731 
(606) 521-9564 
bkcajones@bellsouth.net 

Louisiana W. Keith Powell 
446 E Telephone Rd 
Lake Charles LA 70611-6058 
(377) 475-8149 
wkpowell17@gmail.com 

Madagascar Alain CHAN KI KIONG 
LOGEMENT 437 - CITE AMPEFILOHA 
ANTANANARIVO 101 Madagascar 
cca.alchan@gmail.com 

Maine Randy L. Adams 
89 Lake Rd 
Levant ME 04456-4528 
(207) 884-8225 
rcwjadams@aol.com 

Maryland Patrick A. Curtis 
9409 Gwynndale Dr 
Clinton MD 20735-3519 
(301) 868-7283 
migmmd2002@verizon.net 

México MARIO EDUARDO COL-
LIGNON OROZCO 

México 
iworymco@hotmail.com 

Michigan Edward P. James 
610 W Fennville St 
Fennville MI 49408-9412 
(269) 857-2621 
edward_james32@yahoo.com 

Minnesota Carl F. Lidstrom 
6901 Sugar Hill Cir 
Eden Prairie MN 55346-3308 
(952) 937-2095 
carl.lidstrom@gmail.com 

Mississippi Leslie E. Reeves 
24311 Highway 8E 
Grenada MS 38901-8165 
(662) 230-2287 
lesliereeves@cableone.net 

Missouri David C. Witte 
18800 E 12th Court St S  
Independence MO 64057-1191  
(816) 796-6750  C:  (816) 808-2485 dcwit-
te63@gmail.com 

Montana Donald S. Cerovski 
PO Box 662 
Belgrade MT 59714-0662 
(406) 388-7766 
d_cerovski@msn.com 

Nebraska Ronald D. Grass 
420 N 13th St 
Tekamah NE 68061-1506 
(402) 374-2689 
ronaldgrass@yahoo.com 

Nevada Kevin McCans 
PO Box 61264 
Boulder City NV 89006-1264 
(702) 273-0181  
cl2injector02@cox.net 
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New Hampshire H. Stephen Wood
184 Lovell Lake Rd  
Sanbornville NH 03872-4723 
(603) 522-3842 C:  (603) 978-1895 
woodyinnh2@gmail.com 

New Jersey Barry R. Ballurio, Sr. 
210 S Franklin St  
Landisville NJ 08326-1339  
(856) 697-1012 C:  (856) 207-8867
ballurio1@verizon.net

New Mexico Jeffrey D. Johnson 
5612 Cometa Ct NE 
Albuquerque NM 87111-1410 
(505) 884-7670 
jeff@jeffreydjohnson.com 

New York Stuart W. Card 
PO Box 61  
Newport NY 03416-0061  
(315) 845-6249
cards@ntcnet.com 

North Carolina Russell E. Bridges 
3957 Conservation Camp Rd 
Valdese NC 28690-9710  
(828) 879-8714
13ridges@gmail.com 

North Dakota Richard D. Hansen 
2801  40th Ave SE #104 
Mandan ND 58554-6311 
(701) 663-8850 C: (701) 516-2136 
bowhunter58@midco.net

Ohio John Donohoo 
5897 Pleasant Hill Rd  
Milford OH 45150-2102  
(513) 831-8950
donohoo@fuse.net

Oklahoma Larry D. White 
4943 E 27th St 
Tulsa OK 74114-4905 
(918) 232-3276 
lwhite@ionet.net

Oregon Paul A. Gehrman, Jr. 
2150 Antiquity Ln 
Ontario OR 97914-1990 
(541) 889-2018 
spgehrman@gmail.com 

Panama Ruben J. Levy. 
PO Box 0831-01047 
Panama City Panama 
(507) 6612-0987 
rubenjlevyd@gmail.com 

Paraguay Odilon F. Ayala Alegre 
10 de Julio N° 589 
FERNANDO DE LA MORA Paraguay 
odilsn@gmail.com 

Peru Moises Alejandro Mita 
Valdivia 

JUSTO VIGIL 329 ORRANTIA DEL MAR 
Lima 17 Peru 
+51 01 2640452 C: +51 999706749 
alejandro_mita@hotmail.com 

Philippines Nestor V. Tampol 
2nd St, Acacia, Diosomito Subd., Naic 
Cavite 4110 Philippines 
63 91 75028726 
thyname49@yahoo.com 

Portugal João Carvalha 
Rua Ilha dos Amores, nº 67, 6º Esqº. 
Lisboa 1900-423 Portugal 
+351 965488457 
joaocarvalha@gmail.com 

Rhode Island Steven M. Ringeling 
75 East St 
West Warwick RI 02893-5938 
(401) 823-7728 
stevenringeling@verizon.net
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South Carolina Douglas R. Knauer 
130 Chatim Ridge Ct  
Luman SC 29365-9004  
(864) 989-0548  C:  (864) 590-3908 
doug_knauer@hotmail.com 

South Dakota Jon Gonsor 
510 N Grand Ave 
Pierre SD 57501-2116 
(605) 224-0270 
gonsorj@pie.midco.net 

Taiwan Sonny Gien 
2F, 52, Lane 226, Chien Kuo N. Rd. Sec. 2 
Taipei Taiwan 
F360622@yahoo.com.tw 

Togo Bo Messan KOUEVIDJIN 
16 B.P. 
Lomé 150 Togo 
+0022890045544 
bo@bomecogroup.com 

Utah T. J. Robertson 
PO Box 1572 
Price UT 84501-1572 
(435) 210-4653 
wildlife1a61@gmail.com 

Venezuela Jorge Serrano Acosta 
PO BOX 68019 
Altamira, Caracas 1060 Venezuela 
+58-0416-9172108 
crypticvenezuela@hotmail.com 

Vermont William Karstens 
52 Bingham Ln 
Williston VT 05495-2038 
H: (802) 878-7322; C: (802) 338-2591 
wkarstens@smcvt.edu 

Washington W. Gary Norton 
PO Box 8632 
Lacey WA 98509-8632 
(360) 339-2968 
ptah830@comcast.net 

Wisconsin John M. Pratt 
2814 Libal St 
Green Bay WI 54301-2876 
(920) 339-0392 C: (920) 737-5470 
jpratt@prattsecurity.com 

Wyoming Richard N. Lewis 
PO Box 38 
Wheatland WY 82201-0038 
(307) 322-9305 
rlewis@wyomingwisp.com 

Romania Andrei F M. Diaconescu 
Calea Grivitei No. 152, Ap 19 
Bucharesti Romania 
+40722369471 
andrei.diaconescu@simaco.ro 
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47th Triennium Committees 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
COMMITTEE OF FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS 

COMMITTEE ON CRYPTIC JURISPRUDENCE 

COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS AND REGISTRATION 

To be Appointed by the General Grand Recorder before the  
Triennial Assembly 

Robert B. Malwitz, Chmn Maryland 
PO Box 303 
Muse PA 15350-0303 
PH:  (724) 746-1540  
E-mail:  bobandjanmalwitz@yahoo.com

Mark E. Irwin Delaware 
6420 Shutt Rd 
Spring Grove PA 17362-8096 
PH:  (443) 750-0842 
E-mail:  mirwin@meitrading.com

Mark E. Megee New Jersey 
PO Box 966 
Highstown NJ 08520-0966 
PH:  (609) 937-8500 
E-mail:  markmegee@hotmail.com

William R. Miller Washington 
1600B SW Dash Point RD SMB 267 
Federal Way WA 98023-4530 
PH:  (253) 927-0856 
E-mail:  wasgig@comcast.net

Jeremy C. Vaughn Idaho 
1409 Lauren Ln 
Filer ID 83328-4903 
PH:  (208) 339-6849 
E-mail:  jvaughn311@gmail.com

Douglas E. Connell Rhode Island 
142 Woodhaven Rd 
Woonsocket RI 02895-2731 
PH:  (401) 767-2123 
E-mail:  allcingi@cox.net

Larry N. Flowers, Sr. Kentucky 
1461 Melrose St 
Bowling Green KY 42104-3203 
PH:  (270) 792-7202 
E-mail:  lflow@bellsouth.net

Todd A. Shulze Missouri 
314 North St 
Hannibal MO 63401-3329 
(573) 231-0764
ctyankee06@sbcglobal.net

Glenn E. Means Texas 
200 Birdbrook Dr 
Anna TX 75409-5177 
(816) 847-7249
gmjmeans@sbcglobal.net
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES
COMMITTEE ON CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS 

COMMITTEE ON CORPORATE FUND 
General Grand Trustees 

CRYPTIC FREEMASON MAGAZINE 

CRYPTIC MASONS MEDICAL RESEARCH 
FOUNDATION COMMITTEE 

David A. Grindle, Chmn Idaho 
4425 W Magrath Dr 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83815-0025 
(208) 870-8397
E-mail:  ggm20172020@gmail.com

Monty J. Glover Hawai’i 

87-1069 Anaha St
Waianae HI 96792-5407
C:  (808) 381-3202
e-mail:
monty_glover@hotmail.com

Stephen A. Balke New Mexico 
PO Box 365 
Estancia NM 87016-0365 
PH:  (505) 730-7189 
E-mail:  sbalke@nmmasons.org

Richard A. Eppler, Editor Connecticut 
400 Cedar Ln  
Cheshire CT 06410-2222 
(H) (203) 271-2211
E-mail: epplerasc@aol.com

Bryan D. Bechler Washington 
PO Box 1115 
Granite Falls WA 98252-1115 
PH:  (360) 691-2861 
E-mail:  bry.kat@frontier.com

Charles L. Hollinger Florida 
125 Angelo Rd SE  
Palm Bay FL 32909-3654 
(H) (321) 676-2575
E-mail: regnil01@aol.com

Paul W. Friend, Chmn Florida 
PO Box 6312  
Stuart FL 34997-6312 
(H) (772) 781-5255
E-mail: mipgm96@aol.com

Michael D. Holland Washington 
8221 N Weipert Dr 
Spokane WA 99208-6040 
PH:  (509) 951-4962 
E-mail: michael@pnwnet.net

Milton S. “Sid” Roberts Oregon 
3736 Pleasant Hill Rd 
Kelso WA 98626-9721 
PH:  (360) 577-1202 
E-mail: srob.mrpaint@hughes.net

Ronald W. Guthrie Iowa 
PO Box 1841 
Mason City IA 50402-1841 
PH:  (641) 424-9230 
E-mail: braveheart90@mchsi.com



General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, International 

15 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LEADERSHIP 

COMMITTEE ON HISTORY 

GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL  
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

Dennis R. Detrow, Chmn New Mexico 
9812 Lorelei Ln NE 
Albuquerque NM 87111-1248 
(505) 797-7978  C:  (505) 350-3430 
drdetrow53@gmail.com 

Mark Z. Oldknow New Mexico 
1503 1/2 W Alameda St  
Santa Fe NM 87501-1704  
(505) 577-2540
mzo358@star418.com 

Robert D. Elsloo Colorado 
517 Broadway St 
Sterling CO 80751-2628 
(303) 748-0873 
rdelsloo@msn.com

Raleigh C. Foster Kentucky 
9917 Lancewood Rd 
Louisville KY 40229-1682 
(502) 384-4906 
raleigh.foster@twc.com 

Anthony T. Johnson, Chmn Nebraska 
2613 Alberta Ave 
Bellevue NE 68147-2466 
PH:  (402) 291-8603 
E-mail: tjark@cox.net 

Sean R. Garde Wisconsin 
150 Stonebridge Rd Apt 309 
Platteville WI 53818-2009 
PH:  (608) 558- 6083 
E-mail: seangarde.classicalsaxophone@gmail.com 

Donald L. McAndrews District of Columbia 

12045 Kahns Rd 
Manassas VA 20112-3249 
PH:  (703) 791-5436 
E-mail: don@extravalue.net 

Charles W. Wagner, Chmn District of Columbia 
6336 Avington Pl 
Gainesville VA 20155-1350 
(703) 734-9695  C:  (703) 927-4417 
wagnerkygch33@aol.com 

Monty J. Glover Hawai'i 
87-1069 Anaha St 
Waianae HI 96792-5407 
(808) 381-3202 
monty.glover@gmail.com 
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COMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL AUTOMATION 

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Stephen A. Balke, Chmn New Mexico 
PO Box 365 
Estancia NM 87016-0365 
PH:  (505) 730-7189  
E-mail: steve.a.balke@gmail.com

William E. Le Veque Michigan 
E9586 Cedar St  
Wetmore MI 49895-9009 
(H) (906) 387-3068
E-mail: bleveque@up.net

Dayle L. Schrock Florida 
3672 Brantley Cir 
Rockledge FL 32955-4771 
PH:  (321) 338-2063 
E-mail: dayle318@hotmail.com

John A. Bridegroom Indiana 
304 E 1225 N 
Chesterton IN 46304-9523 
PH:  (219) 916-2966 
E-mail:  ripcw@ingccm.org

Daniel D. Hanttula Oklahoma 
2013 Hallbrooke Dr 
Norman OK 73071-3923 
PH:  (405) 321-7399 
E-mail:  danielhanttula@gmail.com

David C. Witte Missouri 
2010 N Ethan Ln 
Independence MO 64058-1413 
PH:  (816) 796-6750 
E-mail:  David@9tharch.org

Harry W. Jenkins II New Mexico 
201 Monte Largo Dr NE 
Albuquerque NM 87123-2316 
PH:  (505) 730-6267 
E-mail:

Rod Wagoner Arizona PH:  
E-mail:

Leonard E. Roughgarden New Mexico 
7344 Donet Dr 
Rio Rancho NM 87144-8464 
PH:  (505) 771-0410 
E-mail:

William G. Snyder, Chmn Missouri 
2830 S Brentwood Ct 
Independence MO 64055-2158 
PH:  (816) 853-7414 
E-mail: zorel1953@gmail.com 

Norman R. Draine Germany 
1 Manor Drive, Bonby, Near Brigg  
North Lincolnshire DN20 0QU UK  
(H) 011-01652-618231 
E-mail: normanbonby@aol.com 

Andrei Diaconescu Romania 
Calea Grivitei No. 152, Ap 19 
Bucharesti Romania 
PH:  +40722369471  
E-mail: andrei.diaconescu@simaco.ro 

Leonardo H. Sant'Anna Brazil 
Rua Abel Scuissiato, 2829, Bloco 11 Apt. 102, Atuba 
Colombo PR 83408-280 Brazil 
PH:  +55 41 99-666-4708 
E-mail: leohennington@gmail.com 



General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, International 

17 

COMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC PLANNING 

COMMITTEE ON NON-AFFILIATED GRAND COUNCILS 

COMMITTEE ON RITUAL 

Norman C. Lane, Chmn Idaho 
PO Box 1460 
Meridian ID 83680-1460 
PH:  (208) 304-9051 
E-mail:  sknl4228@outlook.com

Monty J. Glover Hawai’i 
87-1069 Anaha St
Waianae HI 96792-5407
PH:  (808) 381-3202
e-mail:  monty_glover@hotmail.com

William G. Snyder Missouri 
2830 S Brentwood Ct 
Independence MO 64055-2158 
PH:  (816) 853-7414 
E-mail: zorel1953@gmail.com

Ted P. Bendure Nevada 
PO Box 672 
Lovelock NV 89419-0672 
PH:  (775) 220-9909 
E-mail: benduret@yahoo.com

J. David Cashion, Chmn North Carolina 
PO Box 594 
Highlands NC 28741-0594 
PH:  (828) 526-4855 
E-mail: cashionjd@yahoo.com

Charles D. Wood, Jr. Indiana 
80 Byram Blvd 
Martinsville IN 46151-1315 
PH:  (765) 346-1159 
E-mail: woodchuck32@att.net

Mark D. Thompson Rhode Island 
25 Beach Ave 
West Warwick RI 02893-5132 
PH:  (401) 368-8306 
E-mail: fs1retired@verizon.net

M. C. "Bud" Himes Alabama 
1314 Fern Rd  
Slocomb AL 36375-5626 
(H) (334) 886-2163
E-mail: budhimes@aol.com

James C. McGee. Alabama 
PO Box 892 
Fairhope AL 36533-0892 
PH:  (251) 928-3733 
E-mail: jcmcgee61@gmail.com

Michael F. Feld Alabama 
129 Mill Ridge DR 
Madison AL 35758-1546 
PH:  (256) 348-1018 
E-mail: mfeld2009@gmail.com

Stephen A. Balke New Mexico 
PO Box 365 
Estancia NM 887016-0365 
PH:  (505) 730-7189 
E-mail:  steve.a.balke@gmail.com
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COMMITTEE ON NECROLOGY 

COMMITTEE ON YORK RITE COOPERATION 

All Elected General Grand Council Officers 

COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS REVIEW 

COMMITTEE ON MEMBERSHIP 

Very Rev. E. Jeffrey Craig, Chmn Washington 
1420 NW Gilman Blvd #2285 
Issaquah WA 98027-5394 
PH:  (425) 255-7024 
E-mail: ejcmasonmail@gmail.com

Rev Charles “Chuck” M. Roberts New York 
158 Meadowbriar Rd 
Rochester NY 14616-2339 
PH:  (585) 621-3796 
E-mail: cholyone@rochester.rr.com

Rev James R. Herrington Delaware 
324 Stamford Dr 
Newark DE 19711-2762 
PH:  (302) 366-1160 
E-mail: revjrh@verizon.net

William G. Snyder, Chmn Missouri 
2830 S Brentwood Ct 
Independence MO 64055-2158 
PH:  (816) 853-7414 
E-mail: zorel1953@gmail.com

Dennis R. Detrow New Mexico 
9812 Lorelei Ln NE 
Albuquerque NM 87111-1248 
PH:  (505) 797-7978 
E-mail: drdetrow53@gmail.com

John L. Belanger Louisiana 
PO Box 1104 
Franklin LA 70538-1104 
PH:  (225) 921-4756 
E-mail: jlb1970@cox.net

Corey F. G. Curtiss, Chmn Michigan 
8388 N Telegraph Rd Apt 2 
Newport MI 48166-9445 
PH:  (734) 660-0241 
E-mail: cfcurtiss@gmail.com

Russell E. Bridges North Carolina 
3957 Conservation Camp Rd 
Valdese NC 28690-9710 
PH:  (828) 879-8714 
E-mail: 13ridges@gmail.com
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VISITORS & DISTINGUISHED GUESTS COMMITTEE 

COMMITTEE ON WEEKLY DECRYPTION AUTOMATION 

Joseph W. MacIntyre, Chmn Washington 
1281 NE Mission Creek Rd 
Belfair WA 98528-9483 
PH:  (360) 275-0589 
E-mail: haggis@wavecable.com

Douglas O. Fegenbush Indiana 
795 N 300 W 
Greenfield IN 46140-7980 
PH:  (317) 326-5807 
E-mail: dof@iquest.net

Stephen A. Balke New Mexico 
PO Box 365 
Estancia NM 87016-0365 
PH:  (505) 730-7189  
E-mail: steve.a.balke@gmail.com

Stephen A. Balke, Chmn New Mexico 
PO Box 365 
Estancia NM 87016-0365 
PH:  (505) 730-7189  
E-mail: steve.a.balke@gmail.com

Dayle L. Schrock Florida 
3672 Brantley Cir 
Rockledge FL 32955-4771 
PH:  (321) 338-2063 
E-mail: dayle318@hotmail.com

Barry E. Newell Idaho 
PO Box 50068 
Boise ID 83705-0068 
PH:  (208) 631-9626 
E-mail:  ksigmason@gmail.com

John P. Ridenour Oregon 
59916 Novella Ave 
Saint Helens OR 97051-3411 
PH:  (503) 397-4423 
E-mail:  john.p.ridenour@gmail.com

Roman Villarreal PH:  (505) 730-6267 
E-mail:

Rory J. Byers North Carolina PH:  (816) 796-6750 
E-mail:  David@9tharch.org
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Virtual Triennial Corporation 

47th Triennial Assembly Schedule 
Saturday, September 26, 2020 

(All times in Universal Time Constant) 

1800 Preliminary Credentials Report  
 Quorum Determination 
1810 Open 47th Triennial Assembly 

Prayer 
Universal Pledge 
Welcome 

1825 Motions 
Motion to allow Virtual Triennial 
Motion to approve Pre submitted Reports (except Al-
locution, Charters & Dispensations Report, Jurispru-
dence Report, 2020-23 Budget) 

1845 Allocution 
1905 Memorial Service 
1920 Report of the Charters & Dispensations Committee) 
1950 Report of the Jurisprudence Committee 
2030 Report of the Finance Committee (2020-23 Budget) 
2100 Credentials Report 
2110 Election 

Mark Irwin Motion on sole candidates 
2115 Election of General Grand Treasurer 
2120 Recess General Grand Council  

CMMRF Corporate Meeting 
2125  Monty Open 
2130 Report of the Executive Secretary 
2150 Report of the Chairman of the Indiana Center for Vas-

cular Biology and Medicine 
2230 Election of At-Large Board Members 
2235 Install At-Large Members 
2240 Close CMMRF Meeting 
2245 Reconvene General Grand Council 

Further Business (Remarks of TIGM Cooke, MWB Steven L. 
Hall (ID), MWB Alexander A. Escasa (HI) 

 Closing Prayer 
2315 Close Triennial 

2330 Install the 48th Triennium Officers  
Installing GGM (MPC David A. Grindle) 
Installing GGR (RPC Steven A. Balke) 
Installing GG Chaplain (Most Rev E. Jeffrey Craig) 
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The 

General Grand Council 

Of 

Cryptic Masons 
International 

Held  

VIRTUALLY 
September 26, 2020 

Most Puissant David A. Grindle 
General Grand Master 

Presiding 
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FORTY-SEVENTH TRIENNIAL ASSEMBLY 
VIRUALLY 

SEPTEMBER 26, 2020 

 At 1:00 PM EDT, the General Grand Master called the 47th Triennial 
Assembly to order on Zoom. 

The roll of the General Grand Officers was called. 

M.P. General Grand Master David A. Grindle 
R.P. Deputy General Grand Master Monty J. Glover 
R.P. Gen. Grand Prin. Cond. of Work William G. Snyder 
R.P. General Grand Treasurer Charles L. Hollinger 
R.P. General Grand Recorder Stephen A. Balke 
R.P. General Grand Chaplain Very Rev. E. Jeffrey Craig 
R.P. Asst. General Grand Chaplain Rev. Charles M. Roberts 
R.P. Asst. General Grand Chaplain Rev. James R. Harrington 
R.P. General Grand Captain of Guard Russell E. Bridges 
R.P. General Grand Cond. of Council Gheorghe Vilceanu 
R.P. General Grand Marshal Terrance L. Rybarczyk 
R.P. General Grand Steward Mark E. McGee 
R.P. General Grand Musician Stephen C. Monrotus 
R.P. General Grand Sentinel John A. Bridegroom

Regional Deputy General Grand Masters present were: 
Africa Regional Deputy Kpakpovi M. “Marc” Adote 
Asia-Pacific Regional Deputy Jonathan Chua  
Canada Regional Deputy Bryan D. Bechler 
Central America Regional Deputy Marcos D. OSTRANDER M. 
East Central Regional Deputy Stephen R. Striggow 
Europe Regional Deputy Norman R. Draine 
South America Regional Deputy Leonardo P. Sant’Anna 
North Central Regional Deputy Anthony T. Johnson 
Northeast-North Regional Deputy Charles A. McCollum  

 Northeast-South Regional Deputy James B. Walsh 
Northwest Regional Deputy Robert A. Farrow 
South Central Regional Deputy John L. Logan 
Southeast Regional Deputy Larry R. Gillespie 

 Southwest Regional Deputy James G. Baum

Introductions 

 The General Grand Master acknowledged the presence of dignitaries on 
the Zoom Call: 

 Past General Grand Masters:  Perry B. Anderson, 2002-05; Maurice C. 
Himes, 2005-08, Lawrence O. Weaver, 2013-17.   

 Grand Encampment Officers:  SK Jeffrey Norman Nelson, Most Emi-
nent Grand Master who is also a Past Grand Illustrious Master of North Da-
kota. 
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 MWB Stephen L Hall, Grand Master of Masons in Idaho and MWB Al-
exander A. Escasa , Grand Master of Masons in Hawai’i. 

 On the call of the roll of Grand Councils, it was determined that nine (9) 
Affiliated Grand Councils were present, and therefore, there was a quorum to 
conduct business. 

PRELIMMINARY REPORT OF THE 
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 

 A preliminary report of the Credentials Committee was given stating that 
there were 45 Affiliated Grand Councils represented and 15 Subordinate 
Councils represented. 

The report was received. 

The General Grand Master appointed the Tellers for the Assembly. 

 A motion was made and duly seconded to approve the Minutes of the 
46th Triennial Assembly as they were published on the website.  Motion 
passed. 

 It was moved by the General Grand Recorder and seconded by MIC C. 
David Williams III that the Advanced Proceedings Reports with the excep-
tion of the General Grand Master’s Address, the Jurisprudence Report, the 
Report of the Charters and Dispensations Committee Report, and the Finance 
Committee Report to include the budget be approved as printed.  The motion 
passed. 

APPROVED PRE-PRINTED REPORTS 

REPORT OF THE DEPUTY GENERAL  
GRAND MASTER 

RP MONTY J. GLOVER 

The report has been misfiled and not located for inclusion 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND  
PRINCIPAL CONDUCTOR OF THE WORK 

RP WILLIAM G. SNYDER 

     To the officers and companions of the General Grand Council, Cryptic 
Masons International: 

 Several of you in attendance at this Virtual General Grand Assembly 
were in attendance at my first public remarks as a candidate for this office in 
2017.  It was in Des Moines, Iowa, in August, 2017, and I stated that there 
had to be changes made at the General Grand Council. Quote: “You cannot 
be a great International organization until you have become a great National 
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organization.”  

 At Portland, you gave me the honor of being a part of the solution to the 
problem and hopefully you will agree that changes have been made and that 
the General Grand Council has returned to the role for which it was 
established:  The protection and preservation of the Cryptic Rite and the 
strengthening of the Grand Councils in the United States and elsewhere.  

 In becoming the General Grand Council that our ancestors envisioned, 
we made changes in the way that the General Grand Council operates.  The 
General Grand Master recognized and adopted many suggestions offered by 
the Deputy General Grand Master and myself as well as incorporating ideas 
from our General Grand Treasurer and General Grand Recorder.  

 My primary assignment was to make it clear to any Grand Council that I 
visited or communicated with that the Degrees and Philosophy of the Cryptic 
Rite are of equal importance to any of the York Rite Degrees and Orders.  
Thus, I sought to promote and conduct the “Work” as being important and 
worthy of respect in our Masonic Halls. The General Grand Board of Trus-
tees made this a new tradition for the office of the General Grand Principal 
Conductor of the Work.  Perhaps this should be made a goal of your Grand 
Council’s Grand Principal Conductor of the Work. 

 I have found situations where the Cryptic Rite is belittled by our fellow 
Companions or Brothers.  I have found that there are some who want to 
“change” the way Freemasonry operates so that their favorite body is in the 
driver’s seat.  For those who belittle or diminish the Cryptic Rite, I simply 
note that you are ignorant.  Ignorant of our recorded history, of our unrecord-
ed history and legends and have no understanding of the true ancientness of 
the eternal lessons of our Degrees. I doubt that you have ever actually tried to 
understand the meaning and implications of the lessons of our Degrees. 

 Oh, I bet someone reading this is now feeling uncomfortable. Let me be 
clear, during the past three years, I have acted to protect, preserve and pro-
mote the Cryptic Rite, in doing so, I have asked all of you to stop being com-
fortable or complacent.  Be Cryptic!  While I am a Scottish Rite 33rd Degree, 
a Templar Knight, a beholder of the Holy Royal Arch, and a past Grand 
Lodge officer, I endeavor to give equal importance to those Orders and De-
grees and their ruling institutions.  But none of you have the right to treat the 
Cryptic Rite as nothing, Masonic fluff, or just something you do between 
Royal Arch and obtaining Knighthood. 

 I enjoyed meeting and enjoying Cryptic fellowship with so many of you 
and look forward to working with my successor in office to carry on the new 
tradition. 

Please contemplate the following proposition. 
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THE PATH FORWARD: ROYAL ARCH ALL THE WAY 
OR SOMETHING MORE? OR LESS? 

 For many years, two presumptions have been maintained in the histori-
cal development of the American York Rite.  One is that all Cryptic Masons 
were exalted as Royal Arch Masons before receiving any of the three degrees 
of the Cryptic Rite.  The second is that all Knights Templars are Royal Arch 
Masons before the conferral of the chivalric Orders.   In many ways, this has 
been beneficial to the cause of the American York Rite in that all members of 
any York Rite body were both Master Masons and Capitular Masons, shar-
ing a common foundation of knowledge and experience.  Other than the cir-
cumstances of the Capitular Rite being first well-established within the Unit-
ed States, it could be argued by some that there is no historical or compelling 
reason for a Cryptic Mason or a Templar to also have been exalted as a Roy-
al Arch Mason.  However, within the purview of the York Rite Sovereign Col-
lege of North America, there is a logical, rational explanation for the inter-
connected roles of the four York Rite bodies: Lodge, Chapter, Council and 
Commandery are seen as important steps in the progress of a Freemason.  

 This exemplifies the reasoning behind York Rite Unity or a United York 
Rite.  The four bodies must work in harmony for all to succeed.  Obstacles 
and impediments to any of the four bodies serves to undermine the true pur-
poses of all the bodies.  

 In the expansion of the American York Rite onto the world stage, this 
same pattern has been followed.  Within the United States, there may arise a 
dispute between Grand Officers of the York Rite or even contention with 
Grand Lodge Officers.  However, these are generally amicably resolved and 
rarely become more than a few passing moments of tension or strife.  Peace 
and Harmony prevails.  

 However, given the relative rapid progress on the International front, 
the teaching of some of the basic principles and tenets of our American York 
Rite is often overlooked.  As the result of haste or misunderstanding, some of 
our Companions outside the United States falsely believe that one body or 
the other has a claim to be superior to the others.  Thus, one body asserts 
control over all and effectively destroys the intentions of the chartering Gen-
eral Grand Chapter, General Grand Council or Grand Encampment or 
serves to vex the proper jurisdictions of the recognized Grand Lodges. I have 
knowledge of unfair and unjust actions taken in such situations, all to the 
detriment of Freemasonry in those jurisdictions.  

 The Cryptic Rite has historically been divided on the question of being 
required as a gateway to the Templar Orders.  However, we have cheerfully 
accepted the role of the Grand Chapter as the gateway to the Cryptic Rite.  

 There are a chosen few who do not view the Cryptic Rite as necessary or 
useful to their Masonic life.  There are many others who recognize the value 
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of the Cryptic Rite and how essential its lessons are to an understanding of 
Freemasonry.  

 I suggest and recommend to the Cryptic Craft that you seriously consid-
er, in a deliberate and dispassionate manner, the interconnections of the 
American York Rite.  Is it possible that it would be best to dispense with the 
necessity of all Cryptic Masons being Royal Arch Masons?  Or should we 
consider expanding the definition of what is necessary for one to be a Cryptic 
Mason?  Can a Scottish Rite Mason of the Lodge of Perfection be considered 
a Royal Arch Mason?  Should the Royal Arch requirement be a matter of 
determination by each jurisdiction? 

My recommendation, based upon my experiences, is: 

 However, I urge you to take this up during these next three years and 
make decisions that preserve the fundamentals of the American York Rite 
throughout the world.   

Fraternally submitted, 
Willilam G. Snyder 
General Grand Principal Conductor of the Work 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND TREASURER 
RP CHARLES L. HOLLINGER 

     To the officers and companions of the General Grand Council, Cryptic 
Masons International: 
     It has been an honor to serve you and the craft this 47th Triennium for this 
third term in office. I again thank you for the opportunity you have afforded 
me to travel around the jurisdictions, which has further expanded acquaint-
ances and allowed me to develop friendships with our Companions around 
the globe. The training I provided the constituents who attended the Regional 
Conferences, I believe addressed the needs and concerns identified previous-
ly, enabling me to have better met your expectations of this office and the 
General Grand Council.  

     Included in this report you will find copies of the Budget vs. Actuals for 
each fiscal year of this Triennium. Additionally, the three year Triennial ex-
penditures vs. percent of total are included to provide a perspective of what it 
takes run operations of the General Grand Council Balance.  

     The Intuit on-line accounting system accommodates the budget manage-
ment process, being fully accessible to all General Grand officers requiring 
knowledge of transactions real time 24/7, to include complete up to date au-
ditable accounting ledgers and historical data for pro forma projections.  
Quarterly reporting was maintained, disseminated, and remains on record, 
electronically. The Intuit QuickBooks software was again changed several 
times during this Triennium, which have improved its use and reporting. The 
ability to run a Budget vs. Actual report for the period of a Triennial remains 
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unavailable. 

     Investments managed by Edward Jones have been regularly assessed and 
our due diligence has kept your monies working to maximize return with 
only the necessary cash available to handle day to day financial needs. The 
asset allocation of each account was maintained and managed in order to 
leverage opportunities. The Corporate Foundation endowment, funded pri-
marily by the Order of the Secret Vault, First Responders Award and Lady of 
the Council was set aside until a $100K funding was reached before income 
could be taken. As of the end of this Triennium, July 31, 2020 the Corporate 
account balance had reached $192.9K - an increase of $55.1K over the three 
year starting balance of $137.8K August 2017. The $100K threshold sum 
was reached in 2016 of the previous triennium. This account was established 
to provide income as planned to offset per capita should funding be needed 
for operations. The Life Membership account balance ended with a balance 
of $179.6K after distribution this Triennium. The Operational/Administrative 
account concluded with a balance of $190.6K. Total return on these accounts 
for each FY20 account respectfully were: Corporate 5.09%, Operational 
7.04% and Life 5.11%, though the three year Triennium figures were Corpo-
rate 8.89%, Operational 3.56% and Life (1.11)% 

     The single largest expenditure remains in the line item for travel, contrib-
uting to 26.38% of the 47th Triennium expenditures totaling $112.8K. It con-
tinues to be under-funded compared to the reality of additional out-of-pocket 
expenditure levels required to support travel, particularly to constituents out-
side continental United States (OCONUS). An amenable solution remains to 
be discussed with OCONUS member countries, as late per capita continues 
to contribute to budget short falls throughout the Triennial period. 

     Assistance of the General Grand Recorders, RP Brian Bechler and RP 
Stephen Balke throughout this 47th Triennium has ensured the teamwork nec-
essary in the execution of this office of the General Grand Council. Their 
cooperation has kept the organization fully funded and properly invested for 
the future.  

      I appreciate the confidence you have entrusted in me to fulfill the duties 
of this office and the opportunity to contribute to international brotherhood of 
the General Grand Council the past nine years. Every effort has been made to 
meet the challenges of this office with order and decorum, applying my skills 
to ensure a sound financial future of our General Grand Council. The deci-
sion to lay down the keys of the treasury, not stand for re-election to the of-
fice of Grand Treasurer and retiring my position to another person who will 
faithfully have the passion and zeal as I have for the organization was an-
nounced through the Decryption communication tool. Thank you for allow-
ing me to serve; the friendships developed, and camaraderie fostered 
throughout these memorable years are cherished and will continue to flour-
ish. 

Fraternally and respectfully submitted, 
CHARLES L. HOLLINGER 
General Grand Treasurer 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND RECORDER 
STEPHEN A. BALKE 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, Officers, and Members of 
the General Grand Council, Cryptic Masons, International: 

 The unfortunate and unforeseeable personal circumstances presented to 
Right Puissant Companion Bryan Bechler within his first year of service to 
the General Grand Council afforded me an opportunity to serve with this 
team as his successor. While I am grateful for the opportunity and trust given 
me by the Companions, I do wish it had been under different circumstances. 
For just over two years, I have had the opportunity to continue his work and 
the transition from Most Puissant Companion David A. Grindle, who served 
this office well for three Trienniums. 

 As might be expected during any transition, there have been adjustments 
and adaptations during these two years, yet, I believe that we have accom-
plished much and are staged to continue this work into the next Triennium. 
As many of the projects that affect this office are technology oriented, and, I 
was also a part of an OUTSTANDING Technology Committee, please see 
the report of the Committee on Technology for the many items that fall under 
the committee’s purview. Those items which have been accomplished in this 
office are: 

1. Continued creation and distribution of the Cryptic Freemason Maga-
zine through the end of the Triennium.

2. Redesign of many of the forms for submission and templated format
of future forms and reports of the General Grand Council to con-
form to both branding and data capture optimization.

3. Fulfillment processes implemented to ensure that our Recorders and
Grand Recorders are informed, that appropriate Good Standing is
verified for any orders, and tracking is documented and available.

4. Creation and adoption by the Trustees of certificates for our awards
and service recognition.

5. Leveraging video conferencing applications, and in addition to hav-
ing regular and noted meetings of the officers, we have started meet-
ing with the Grand Recorders and Recorders of Subordinate Coun-
cils to keep a regular update of events, activities, and news commu-
nicated by and between Jurisdictions in each Region.

6. Realignment of the Chart of Accounts to the Universal Chart of Ac-
counts (UCOA), which maps directly to the IRS Form 990 Tax Re-
turn.

7. Transfer of database from Access to open source and web enabled
underway.

8. Successful move of the office of the General Grand Recorder to
New Mexico.

9. Development of information and presentation materials and tem-
plates to be used by our Regional Deputy General Grand Masters,
General Grand Officers and our constituent members to inform our
Companions of the programs and services available.
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 While many of these items would be considered a “work in progress”, 
we are making a great deal of headway in accomplishing the goals of cus-
tomer service, effective communication, and inclusive reporting. As our team 
has grown to include many Companions with varied talents, the work is be-
coming more clearly defined and distributed. It has been a productive and 
pleasant experience working with the Trustees, Grand Recorders, Regional 
Deputies, Committees and many Companions worldwide to bring the Craft to 
its present condition; which is staged for continued growth and prosperity 
through cooperative, communicative and transparent work for the Craft. 

 On a personal note, I would like to thank both of our General Grand 
Clerks for this Triennium. Lady Karen Grindle has dedicated many years to 
setting and maintaining a high standard of response – ability for the office of 
the General Grand Recorder. Lady Michele Balke has taken up the challenge 
and is not only accompanying me on this journey, but also continuing to set 
and implement standards and procedures for excellent customer service, 
communication and transparency. 

 Thank you for the opportunity to serve and I hope to continue to work 
with such an outstanding team. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Stephen A. Balke 
General Grand Recorder 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPLAIN 
RPC (MOST REVEREND) E. JEFFREY CRAIG 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, Officers, and Members of 
the General Grand Council, Cryptic Masons, International: 

 This Triennial we were fortunate in that the Supreme Architect did not 
call any of our Past Most Puissant General Grand Masters or any of our cur-
rent General Grand Council Leadership Team home to that “House Not 
Made With Hands.”  They continue to be readily available to us to lend ad-
vice and counsel. 

 However, it is with a heavy heart that we must advise you of the passing 
of ___ Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons Inter-
national during this past three years.  The roll of their names and Councils is 
filed in the office of the General Grand Recorder and was not available at the 
time of the writing of this report as all annual returns had yet to be filed. 

All will be well and truly missed. 

 Unfortunately, due to the time constraints imposed upon us due to the 
virtual session timing we are unable to hold an appropriate Memorial Service 
at this Triennial session to celebrate and remember our departed Compan-
ions.  However, a moment of silence will be held during the virtual sessions 
in their honor, and all Companions are urged to celebrate them in their own 
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private manner when the time permits.  

 We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the honor of hav-
ing been asked to serve as your General Grand Chaplains for this past Gen-
eral Grand Council Triennial.   

 As your term as Most Puissant General Grand Master comes to an end, 
may the Blessings of our Gracious Lord go with you for your dedication to 
our Fraternity, and the Companions in His Service. 

In His Service, Grace and Peace, 

++E. Jeffrey Craig 
R.P.C. The Most Reverend E. Jeffrey Craig 
General Grand Chaplain 

R.P.C. Rev. Charles M. Roberts 
Assistant General Grand Chaplain 

R.P.C. Rev. James R. Herrington 
Assistant General Grand Chaplain 
All of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons International 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND CAPTAIN OF 
THE GUARD 

RPC RUSSELL E. BRIDGES 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, Officers, and Members of 
the General Grand Council, Cryptic Masons, International: 

 Since being appointed General Grand Capt. of the Guard in Maggie Val-
ley in July of 2017 I have traveled throughout the US and UK with many 
different orders in Masonry. While most were not Council related I never 
missed an opportunity to talk Cryptic Masonry when possible. I attended SC 
Grand York Rite sessions for 2018 and 2019. NC Grand York Rite session 
for 2018 (2019 was cancelled). In 2019 I attended the recognition of the NC 
Grand York Rite and NC Prince Hall Grand York Rite bodies representing 
MPGM David Grindle and brought congratulations to both bodies on this 
occasion. The GGC newsletter has met with success and many positive com-
ments. I look forward to helping the next Gen. Grand Master during his tri-
ennial. 

Fraternally Submitted, 
Russell E. Bridges 
General Grand Captain of the Guard 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND CONDUCTOR  
OF THE COUNCIL  

RPC GHEORGHE VILCEANU 

No Report Submitted 
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REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND MARSHAL 
TERRANCE L. RYBARCYK 

No Report Submitted 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND STEWARD 
RPC MARK E. McGEE 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 

 I would like to thank the General Grand Master for the appointment and 
the opportunity to serve the General Grand Council during the past three 
years. It has been a great experience that will ever be remembered.  

Listed below are some of the meetings I was honored to attend. 

 Attended all three of the North East Regional York Rite Conferences, 
and all three of the Grand York Rite Sessions of New Jersey.  I was also able 
to attend the Grand York Rite Sessions of Delaware, New Hampshire, Con-
necticut, and Massachusetts, along with some of New Jersey Grand York 
Rite presiding officers. 

 In addition, I attended the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar 67th 
Triennial, all three of the Knight Templar Easter Sunrise Services, and the 
Scottish Rite, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction annual sessions in Rochester, 
NY and Indianapolis, IN. 

 I also had the opportunity to serve as a member of the General Grand 
Council’s Committee of Finance and Accounts.  It was an honor to serve 
with these dedicated and professional Cryptic Masons. 

 Additionally, I participated in numerous York Rite Festivals and numer-
ous meetings of subordinate bodies and appendant bodies in New Jersey. 
This was a great experience, General Grand Master thanks again for the op-
portunity. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Mark E. Megee 
General Grand Steward 

REPORT OF THE GENERAL GRAND SENTINEL 
RPC JOHN A BRIDEGROOM 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 
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 Thank you for the opportunity to serve the General Grand Council dur-
ing the 2017-2020 Triennium. It has been a very rewarding experience, and 
to have taken a small part in the advancement of the Cryptic Rite and the 
wonderful work that the General Grand Council is doing has been a privilege 
I will long remember.  

 During the course of the Triennium, I had the opportunity to represent 
the General Grand Council on your behalf at the Grand Conclaves of both 
Michigan and Indiana. I enjoyed serving in my position while I travelled to 
many national meetings, such as the York Rite Sovereign College of North 
America, The Royal Order of Scotland, and the many orders that meet at 
Masonic Week in Crystal City Virginia. I also attended the Grand Conclaves 
of Ohio and Missouri as well and have tried my best to be a strong repre-
sentative of the General Grand Council wherever I travelled. In addition, I 
had the pleasure of working with the General Grand Recorder to make great 
strides in the online presentation of the General Grand Council, working on 
both the Weekly Decryption as well as the General Grand Council website. 
We worked hard to revise and improve the General Grand Council Ritual, 
improving the graphics and diagrams also. We designed and created the Vet-
erans Medal, the First Responders Jewel, and improved the certificates for 
the Cryptic Mason of the Year, the Youth Leadership Award and the Order 
of the Secret Vault. 

 While the tasks were numerous, it was always enjoyable, and that is a 
testament to the leadership team and their ability to encourage and inspire 
those laboring in the quarries. I wish to personally thank Stephen Balke, Gen-
eral Grand Recorder, for keeping me involved and being a joy to work with. I 
would like to also thank William Snyder, General Grand Principle Conductor 
of the Work, for being incredibly supportive and working so hard to bring the 
value and importance of the Cryptic Rite into the forefront of Freemasonry. 

 It has been an honor to serve as the General Grand Sentinel, thank you 
for your trust in me and for bringing me along this wonderful journey. 

Respectfully submitted, 
John A. Bridegroom, PMIGM, OSV 
Right Puissant General Grand Sentinel 

REPORT OF THE  
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

AFRICA 
RPC KPAKPOVI M. “MARC” ADOTE 

No Report Submitted 

REPORT OF THE  
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

ASIA-PACIFIC 
RPC JONATHAN EDWARD L. CHUA 
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 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers 
and members of the General Grand Council International: 

 Let me start by thanking Most Puissant Companion David A. Grindle for 
the trust and confidence. It has been a pleasure serving the General Grand 
Council as the Regional Deputy General Grand Master for Asia Pacific. 

 I took over the function of Regional Deputy General Grand Master in 
2018 after my term as Most Illustrious Grand Master of the Grand Council of 
Royal and Select Masters of the Philippines. The position of Regional Depu-
ty General Grand Master was left vacant following the untimely departure of 
my predecessor Right Puissant Companion Danilo C. Datu Sr. while serving 
as Regional Deputy General Grand Master for nearly a year. The late Right 
Puissant Companion Danilo C. Datu Sr. had dedicated most of his Masonic 
life in the service of York Rite Freemasonry in the Philippines and was one 
of my mentors in my York Rite journey. 

 The Asia Pacific region covers the Councils in the Philippines, Guam, 
Taiwan, and Japan. Taiwan and Japan, each has one active council under the 
General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons International. The Grand Council 
of Royal and Select Masters of the Philippines currently has seventeen active 
Councils in the country and one active Council in Guam. Of the eighteen 
active Councils, two charters were issued during this triennium. 

 The Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters of the Philippines holds 
their Annual Grand Assembly every third Friday of October. I attended the 
Annual Assemblies where I was warmly welcomed by the Companions from 
the different parts of the archipelago, as well as Guam. Last year, we are for-
tunate to have a Companion of Taipei Council No. 1 attending our Grand 
Sessions. Although Grand Sessions in the Philippines and the Annual Com-
munications of the Grand Lodge of China are scheduled a few days apart, I 
am still hopeful that more companions from Taiwan and Japan will join in 
our Grand Sessions in the coming years. This will be an opportunity to form 
friendships and strengthen the bonds between the Companions within the 
Asia Pacific region. 

 Membership growth has been the greatest challenge the Councils in the 
region are facing. In 2018, a Philippine law was passed which impeded not 
only the membership growth of our Grand Council but that of the entire Free-
masonry in the Philippines. Republic Act No. 11053 entitled An Act Prohib-
iting Hazing and Regulating Other Forms of Initiation Rites of Fraternities, 
Sororities, and Other Organizations, and Providing Penalties for Violations 
Thereof, Amending for the Purpose Republic Act No. 8049, Entitled “An Act 
Regulating Hazing and Other Forms of Initiation Rites in Fraternities, Sorori-
ties, and Organizations and Providing Penalties Therefor” prompted MW 
Romeo S. Momo, the Grand Master of Masons in the jurisdiction of the Phil-
ippines then, to issue a circular suspending the conferral of degrees in all 
lodges under the Grand Lodge of the Philippines. In consonance with this, all 
appendant bodies in the Philippines issued a similar circular suspending the 
conferring of degrees in their respective bodies. It took several months before 
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the Grand Master lifted the suspension, and for the appendant bodies to issue 
their respective circulars lifting the suspension of the same. Such suspen-
sion resulted to the decline in membership of Masonic organizations in this 
jurisdiction. 

 Last year, things turned brighter as the Philippines has recorded one of 
the highest gains in membership with 105 new members conferred in 2019. 

 Signs of growth are already evident until 2020 came with an unexpected 
event that caught us by surprise. The news of COVID-19 has brought much 
of the world to a screeching halt. Most businesses shut their doors while as-
semblies and gatherings are prohibited. This prompted the Grand Lodges in 
most jurisdictions to suspend all Lodge meetings to prevent the spread of the 
virus. Hence, the Philippine Grand Sessions this coming October 16-17, 2020 
will be done virtually via Zoom. 

 As I write this report, most Councils have shifted to virtual meetings 
except for Taipei Council No. 1 wherein they conferred the Cryptic Degrees 
to 4 new Companions last July 4, 2020. 

 I commend the Companions for their efforts in keeping their Councils 
active. During my visits, I have observed that conferring of degrees or con-
ducting educational programs have contributed to the retention of member-
ship and attendance during assemblies. Not only will the Companions appre-
ciate and get the chance to refresh their memories of the Cryptic degrees, but 
membership will also grow in the process. However, this can only be done if 
we find a solution to this pandemic. For now, our tasks will be limited while 
we make use of technology to ensure the safety of our Companions. 

In closing, I would, again, like to thank Most Puissant Companion David 
A. Grindle for the opportunity to serve as Regional Deputy General Grand
Master. To the officers of the General Grand Council, Ambassadors and
Companions in my region, I am grateful for your all-out support throughout
this journey. There are no words to sum up what all of this has meant to me.

 To my peers in the General Grand Council and Companions withersoev-
er dispersed, I pray that you and your loved ones continue to be safe and in 
good health. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 
Jonathan Edward L. Chua 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
Asia Pacific 

REPORT OF THE 
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

CANADA 
RPC BRYAN D. BECHLER 
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 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
Most Illustrious Companions, and Companions of the General Grand Coun-
cil of Cryptic Masons, International: 

 As Masons, we’re taught that your family and job come first.  When I 
was elected General Grand Recorder in 2017, I envisioned doing a number of 
things during my term.  After the Triennial in Portland, my job took a turn 
and required far more time than I had anticipated.  Coupled with my elderly 
mother (now 94) dealing with Alzheimer’s and dementia added to the mix.  
With me residing in Washington State and her in Southern California, it 
made the position become far more challenging than first anticipated.  I ten-
dered my resignation after discussions with MPC David Grindle.  I learned a 
lot during that first year and appreciate all of the support I received.  I want 
to thank RPC Stephen Balke for being willing to assume the duties of the 
position for the past two years. 

 In 2018, MPC David Grindle created the position of Deputy General 
Grand Master, Canada to which I was appointed.  I’d like to thank him for 
the opportunity to serve in this capacity.  Belonging to three Cryptic Rite 
Councils in Western Canada, having served as Thrice Illustrious Master (two 
times) and as the Grand Inspector General, Lower Mainland District in Brit-
ish Columbia, this position fit well.  Canada has three Grand Councils:  The 
Grand Council of Cryptic Rite Masons of Western Canada, Royal & Select 
Masters which consists of the following Councils:  British Columbia & Yu-
kon (nine Councils), Alberta (three Councils), Saskatchewan (two Councils) 
and Manitoba (three Councils; the Grand Council of Royal & Select Masters 
of Ontario (20 Councils); and The Supreme Grand Council of Royal and Se-
lect Masters of the Eastern Jurisdiction of Canada, consisting of the follow-
ing Councils:  Newfoundland (two Councils), Nova Scotia (seven Councils), 
New Brunswick (three Councils), Prince Edward Island (one Council) and 
Quebec (three Councils). 

 While the General Grand Council Cryptic Masons, International has the 
Cryptic Mason Medical Research Foundation (CMMRF), the three Grand 
Councils in Canada have The Cryptic Rite Charitable Foundation, Inc., 
which was established in 1984 by the Grand Council of Royal and Select 
Masters of Ontario.  In 2012, the Supreme Grand Council, Eastern Jurisdic-
tion and the Cryptic Rite Masons of Western Canada joined in its work. 

 The following is from the Cryptic Rite Charitable Foundation web site:  
The Royal and Select Masters are an organization of Masons dedicated to 
gaining more knowledge about Freemasonry and to providing assistance to 
persons afflicted with any form of neurodegenerative diseases.  The Founda-
tion seeks Capital Donations and uses all of the investment income and non-
capital donations to fund research to find a cure for neurodegenerative dis-
eases, such as Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s.  Unlike many charitable organi-
zations and Foundations, The Cryptic Rite Charitable Foundation is opera-
tion completely by volunteers and has NO ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSE 
in its operation.  Therefore 100% of the gifts we receive are used for the pur-
pose designated.  If a Donation is made in memory of a person, a card is sent 
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to the Family. 

 None of the Grand Councils in Canada are members of the General 
Grand Council Cryptic Masons, International.  I was hoping to attend their 
sessions in 2019; however, due to work and family and the conflict of sched-
ules between my position as Grand Marshal for the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of Washington and the Grand York Rite 
of Washington, I wasn’t able to attend.  With the pandemic of 2020, sessions 
were either cancelled or officers were carried over until 2021. 

 I would encourage any members residing in the United States to make an 
effort to attend any of the three Grand Councils in Canada.  I believe you will 
enjoy the ritual work done, the differences in regalia, and the opportunity to 
see both the similarities and differences each one present. 

Sincerely and fraternally, 
RPC Bryan D. Bechler 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
Canada 

REPORT OF THE 
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

EAST CENTRAL REGION 
RPC STEPHEN R. STRIGGOW 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
Most Illustrious Companions, and Companions of the General Grand Coun-
cil of Cryptic Masons, International: 

 The East Central Region in the last Triennium was very busy, until 
March 14, 2020. 

 The Triennium started off with the Grand York Rite of Kentucky follow-
ing the Triennial in Portland. I had the pleasure of representing the General 
Grand Council in Kentucky 3 times, hopefully a fourth if they are able to 
hold their Grand Session in September. Visiting the Companions of Ken-
tucky is a wonderful experience. 

 Visitation was made to the Grand Council of Ohio three times and we 
greatly enjoyed the Companions of Ohio. They always attend the East Cen-
tral Regional Conference and it is great to see them there.  

 Visitations were made to the Grand Council of Indiana Session twice, 
unfortunately the third session had to be postponed and held as a virtual ses-
sion. It is always great visiting the Companions of Indiana. 

 Visitations were made to the Grand Council of Michigan twice. They are 
planning a virtual Grand Session with an in-person Installation on August 
22nd. The OSV will conferred between the session and installation.  
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 Each year the second weekend of March is set aside for the East Central 
Regional Conference. This Triennium it was held in Fort Wayne Indiana 
together with the East Central Region of the General Grand Chapter and the 
East Central Department of Grand Encampment. 

 It was great working with the East Central Deputy General Grand High 
Priest Donald L. Galway and East Central Department Commander Gerald 
G. Pugh. Unfortunately, in March of this year as we gathered, the order came
down that no meetings were to be held by the MIGM in concurrence with the
Grand Lodge of Indiana. As we were already there and there was no one
from Indiana there, we finished our meeting and went home.

 I would like to thank Most Puissant Companion David A. Grindle for 
appointing me the East Central Regional Deputy for the 2017-2020 Trienni-
um. It was an honor, privilege, and pleasure to visit and work with the juris-
dictions of the East Central Region and the Officers of the General Grand 
Council. Although I will no longer be the Deputy, I look forward to working 
with the newly appointed Deputy and enjoying the Jurisdictions of the Re-
gion.  

Fraternally. 
Stephen R. Striggow 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
East Central Region 

REPORT OF THE 
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

EUROPE 
RPC NORMAN R. DRAINE 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 

 I would like to start by thanking the Most Puissant General Grand Mas-
ter David A. Grindle for the trust and confidence he placed in me these past 
three years. I would also like to thank all the elected Grand Council Officers 
for their continued, support and assistance over the last three years. 

 I would also like to take this opportunity to thank the ambassadors of the 
nine countries that are members of General Grand Council. 

 Europe with its diversity of languages, religions, and cultures does at 
times present some challenges, but by listening to everyone and respecting 
their differences these challenges are usually resolved, and the European 
Grand Councils along with their members are enthusiastic and work well 
together.  



Forty-Seventh Triennial Assembly, Virtual 

38 

 During the past three years I have attended at the Following Grand 
Council Assemblies, 

  France, Paris December 2nd. 2017 

  Greece, Athens March 2nd and 3rd. 2018, it was also the joint Euro-
pean conference. Due to unusual snow levels in the UK I arrived in 
Athens three days late and missed the conference. I was picked up at 
the airport and driven straight to the lodge building, changed in the 
bathroom and was escorted into the temple in time to witness the 
illustrious Grand Master close the meeting. I had to get to Athens as 
I was hand carrying the handouts for the conference which were 
distributed later. 

Cyprus, Larnaca March 4th. 2018 
  Portugal, Lisbon March 8th. 2018 
  Croatia, Zagreb March 17th. 2018 
  Austria, Vienna April 26th. 2018 
  Italy, Naples May 5th. 2018 

Germany, Hannover May 17th. 2018 Constituted a new Council. 
  Romania, Bucharest June 9th. 2018 

  Germany, Frankfurt October 28th.2018 Attended a meeting of Coun-
cil members to explore the possibility and viability of creating a 
new Grand Council of Germany. 

France, Paris November 30th. and December 1st. 2018 

  Germany, Frankfurt January 12th. 2019 Instituted the officers of the 
new Grand Council of Germany UD. 

  Portugal, Lisbon March 1st. and March 2nd. 2019 This also included 
the Joint European conference. 

  Greece, Athens March 7th. 2019 
  Austria, Vienna April 6th. 2019 

Italy, Rome May 4th. 2019 
  Romania, Bucharest May 11th. 2019 

  France, Paris December 5th. 2019 Due to fly to Paris but only got as 
far as Amsterdam, French air traffic controllers on strike, all flights 
to Paris cancelled. Meeting was cancelled and I returned to UK the 
next day. 

  Cyprus, Nicosia March 3rd. 2020 
  Greece, Athens March 7th. 2020 Meeting cancelled due to covid-19. 
  Portugal, Lisbon March 14th. 2020 Meeting cancelled due to covid-

19. 

To date no Grand Council in Europe has scheduled an Annual Assembly 
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for the remainder of the year. I must point out that at this moment in time 
covid-19 appears to be on the rise again in many European countries. 

 During my travels over the past three years accompanied by my wife we 
have been made very welcome, and received nothing but wonderful hospital-
ity in every country  

 The European Jurisdiction holds two Joint Conference’s per Triennium, 
it does not normally hold one in the election year. I am sure a joint Confer-
ence will be planned for 2021, date and venue to be announced. 

 About Conference’s, I would like to see a more comprehensive presenta-
tion on CMMRF at the European Conference’s, as over the past years I doubt 
if many contributions have been received from Europe. 

Respectfully submitted 
Norman R. Draine 
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 
FOR EUROPE 

REPORT OF THE  
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

LATIN AMERICA 
RPC MARCOS D. OSTRANDER M. 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers 
and members of the General Grand Council International: 

 York Rite Latin America Regional Meeting:    Attended the Latin Amer-
ica Regional Meeting 24-27 April 2019 in San Jose, Costa Rica. The Region-
al Meeting in Latin America presently scheduled on a Triennial format has 
attracted very good attendance from the brethren in Latin America as well as 
high level delegations from the General Grand Chapter RAM International, 
the General Grand Council Cryptic Masons International and the Grand En-
campment of Knights Templar of the USA. Our companions from Mexico 
will be our hosts for the upcoming Regional Meeting of Latin America in 
2022.  

 Central America:  The Grand Council of Central America UD has been 
working regularly during the term of the present triennium; this Grand Coun-
cil includes the chartered councils in the countries of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, 
El Salvador, Honduras and Guatemala. Attended all of the annual assemblies 
of the Grand Council of Central America UD beginning with San Salvador, 
El Salvador 13-15 October 2017; Tegucigalpa, Honduras 12-14 October 
2018; San Jose, Costa Rica 27-29 September 2019. Last year our GGIM Da-
vid Grindle visited the Guatemala City Council 28 September 2019 and the 
San Salvador Council on 29 September 2019. 

Colombia:  Presently a fine group of Colombian companions is hard at 



Forty-Seventh Triennial Assembly, Virtual 

40 

work in organizing and reestablishing their York Rite Bodies in Colombia. A 
strong effort is ongoing in the capital city of Bogota, the Caribbean cities of 
Barranquilla and Cartagena as well as reactivating the work in the city of 
Cali. Unfortunately, the Covid-19 pandemic has considerably delayed our 
Colombian companions in their efforts however, due to their dedication and 
enthusiasm we avidly foresee a steady future growth of the York Rite in Co-
lombia.  

 Ecuador: The Quito Council UD is working in an exceptionally well-
disciplined and regular manner. Have visited the Quito Council on numerous 
occasions during the present triennial and represented the GGCCMI 21-24 
March 2019 in delivering their charter UD and participating in their formal 
installation ceremony. A formal agreement of amity and goodwill between 
the Equinoctial Grand Lodge of Ecuador (GLEDE) and the GGCCMI during 
the present triennial formalized the presence of our General Grand Council 
Cryptic Masons International within the jurisdictional territory of the above 
referenced Grand Lodge. The companions in the port city of Guayaquil con-
tinue in their labors to organize and be able to request dispensation for their 
respective charter. 

 Mexico: During the present triennial, the work in Mexico has been under 
the direct supervision of our GGIM David Grindle who has maintained com-
munication with our chartered bodies in Mexico. The highlight of the present 
period was the well-attended meeting organized for our Mexican companions 
by our General Grand Illustrious Master in Las Cruces, New Mexico last 
year and the results of which will surely be included in his triennial report. 

 Panama: The Grand Council of Panama and subordinate councils contin-
ue with their well-established rate of steady growth and their customary level 
of proficiency in their ritual work. Attended the Grand Council of Panama 
Annual Convocations in January of 2018, 2019 as well as the convocation 
and installation of the newly elected Grand Illustrious Master and subordi-
nate officers on January 14, 2020. 

 Paraguay: The Grand Council of Paraguay UD has continued to work in 
an efficient and organized manner with a strong emphasis on perfecting their 
ritual work. During the present triennial period the Grand Council of Para-
guay together with the Grand Chapter RAM and Commanderies have inaugu-
rated a new large meeting and social facility located in the outskirts of the 
capital city of Asuncion. 

 Peru: The Grand Council of Peru is continuing its dynamic and impres-
sive steady growth. Presently five chartered councils are working under the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Council of Peru and three additional councils may 
receive their charters UD in the upcoming triennial period. We observed a 
strong, unified highly motivated leadership during our visits to Peru so we 
can only foresee a most successful future development of Cryptic Rite Ma-
sonry in this country. 

Venezuela: The Grand Council of Venezuela is a clear and strong exam-
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ple of the maxim “where there is a will there is a way” as against many diffi-
culties and obstacles this dedicated group of companions has been most suc-
cessful in maintaining the work of the Grand Council of Venezuela UD and 
its three subordinate councils in active operation throughout the country. Had 
the opportunity to visit Venezuela in three occasions during the present trien-
nial and can attest as to the companion’s level of commitment and quality of 
their work. During the present triennial period, we also successfully conclud-
ed a formal amity and goodwill agreement between the Grand Lodge of Ven-
ezuela and the GGCCMI. Our General Grand Master received an original 
copy of the agreement with the Grand Lodge of Venezuela as well as the 
agreement with the GLEDE of Quito, Ecuador, during the Latin America 
Regional Meeting in San Jose, Costa Rica. 

 Note: Although the Covid-19 pandemic significantly reduced all mason-
ic activities in the Latin American Region during the present year the Grand 
Councils and subordinate councils in the region have continued to work uti-
lizing virtual platforms as well as through other highly creative means. We 
have worked closely with the Grand Councils and subordinate councils under 
dispensation in the region in order that they could fulfill all of our require-
ments and receive their permanent charters by the GGCCMI. As a result, we 
wholeheartedly recommend that the Central America, Paraguay and Vene-
zuela Grand Councils as well as the Quito Council No.1, Ecuador receive 
their permanent charters during the course of this 47th Triennial Virtual As-
sembly. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marcos D. Ostrander M. 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
Latin America 

REPORT OF THE  
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

NORTH CENTRAL 
RPC ANTHONY T. (AJ) JOHNSON 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 

 It has been my pleasure to serve Most Puissant David Grindle and the 
General Grand Council over the last triennium.  It has also been a pleasure 
serving the North Central region of Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and North and South Dakota.  My first Grand Session came quickly after 
being installed in South Dakota.  The next session was in Wisconsin and at 
that time in their session they were considering dropping from General Grand 
Council. 

 Over these last three years I have been able to attend all three Grand Ne-
braska Sessions, all three North and South Dakota sessions and all three Min-
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nesota sessions.  In Wisconsin, I was only able to attend one session in per-
son and the Most Puissant attended what would have been my second year as 
Wisconsin scheduled their Grand Session on top of South Dakota’s Session.  
In Iowa I attended in person two of my three years in person but was unable 
to attend in person this last year as I was under quarantine to ensure I was not 
positive for the COVID-19 virus after being exposed at my place of work.  
COVID-19 also caused me to have to attend the majority of the states I repre-
sent for General Grand Council virtually.  This included North and South 
Dakota, Nebraska, and Minnesota. 

 I was in attendance at all three North Central Regional Conferences and 
had CMMRF spokesmen as guest for two and the Deputy Grand Master, as 
well as the Grand Principle Conductor of the work for General Grand Coun-
cil as guest for two of the conferences.  I was responsible for hosting the 
North Central Region Conference in 2019 and worked extensively with my 
General Grand Council and Grand Encampment representatives. 

 Overall, the North Central Region shares a remarkable comradery and a 
sense of pride that keep the region well connected and receptive to utilizing 
good ideas from through out the region.  The Grand Illustrious Masters from 
each state in the region are good about attending each other’s sessions as well 
as a good amount of the Dias officers.  The COVID virus has put a damper 
on these face to face meetings, but even in the virtual sessions there was 
good attendance in respective session from each of the states.   

 Degree work in the region is done, but not as often in North and South 
Dakota, Nebraska and Iowa as is done in Minnesota.  Wisconsin teeters back 
and forth in degree work depending on their status with continuing in Gen-
eral Grand Council.  I am positive though in believing that Cryptic Masonry 
will continue to advance in the region and there will be a relationship with 
General Grand Council well into the future. 

 Again, it has been a distinct pleasure serving the companions of the 
North Central Region and I know they will be in good hands with my re-
placement and under the leadership of General Grand Council International.  
This concludes the report from the North Central Region. 
Fraternally 

Anthony T. (AJ) Johnson 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
North Central Region 

REPORT OF THE  
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

NORTHEAST (NORTH) 
RPC CHARLES A. MC COLLUM 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Internation-
al: 
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 Following my service as Assistant Regional Deputy which began in the 
summer of 2016, I was appointed to serve during this Triennial as the Re-
gional Deputy.  Thus this report marks the conclusion of the fifth year of my 
three year term.  It has been nothing but rewarding. 

MP Companion Dave Grindle and his corps of General Grand Officers have 
made significant improvements to the way General Grand Council operates.  
From an updated web site to the Weekly Decryption, communication has 
improved.  This had been an area of negative opinion in the Region for many 
years. 

 One of the best things Mark Irwin, Regional Deputy General Grand 
High Priest and I have done in the Regional Conferences is to focus them on 
education and the sharing of ideas among the jurisdictions.   

 While fully acknowledging we do not have all the answers we solicited 
presentations from throughout the Region and the response was phenomenal.  
The Companions who presented are to be commended for their efforts, and in 
many cases have been sought out by their peers for additional information.   

 Throughout the Triennial I have visited all the Grand Jurisdictions, 
sometimes as the representative of General Grand.  Each visit has been won-
derful.  The friendships I have made have extended beyond these annual vis-
its and I hope will continue into the future.   

 At many of the visitations, I was pleased and honored to confer the Or-
der of the Secret Vault on several Companions I know and respect.  This is a 
joy for me and one of the things I look forward to most during all my visits.   

 While there continues to be no movement towards Massachusetts joining 
General Grand I have hopes that one day they may consider it.  Likewise, 
Connecticut has chosen not to join but there is a strong sense that may be 
changing in the future. 

 While the Grand Councils in the Northeast are holding their own, there 
is no real growth to speak of.  Many of the jurisdictions are small but they 
have enthusiastic leadership who are looking for ways to overcome this.  One 
of the ways is to have the elected leadership serve two-year terms.  This has 
the benefits of reducing the number of Companions called on to serve each 
year, as well as allowing the MI Grand Master to implement plans and pro-
grams to improve their Grand Councils. 

 With my last report I offered four recommendations.  Two of them have 
been implemented, more education at the Conferences and an updated web-
site.  One has made some improvement but continues to need focus and one 
has no action.  Therefore, I present the following recommendations: 

We need to continue to improve the communication with Regional 
Deputies to help them make their visitations smoother.  Included 
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should be what awards they are to present and to whom, any special 
message the General Grand Master wants made, and any specific 
efforts or programs the General Grand Council would like empha-
sized.  MP Companion Grindle has made improvements in this area 
but more work is needed. 

Both General Grand Council and General Grand Chapter should 
look towards reorganizing the regions on the east coast along the 
lines of the Grand Encampment.  Forming a Mid-Atlantic Region 
would allow York Rite Leaders in those states to develop closer 
relationships with one another, instead of “splitting” between two 
regions as they go through different Grand Lines.   

 Finally, I would like to offer my thanks to our MP General Grand Master 
and his team of Monty, Bill, Chuck and Steve who I traveled with as we aim 
to serve this General Grand Council.  It has been an honor and privilege and I 
look forward to continuing to serve wherever needed. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 
Charles A. McCollum 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
Northeast-North 

REPORT OF THE  
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

NORTHEAST (SOUTH) 
RPC JAMES B. WALSH 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 

 It has been an honor to have served as Regional District Deputy 
(Northeast-South) for the past three years.  

2017 Official visitations 
 I have been to many Grand Council Meetings (and most of their Grand 
Chapter and Grand Commandery meetings). 

 Oct. 27-28, 2017 Maryland Grand Sessions where I assisted the General 
Grand Treasurer Chuck Hollinger. 

2018 
 March 2-3,2018 New Jersey Grand Sessions where I assisted the General 
Grand Stewart Mark Magee. 

 March 9-10 Delaware Grand Sessions, again with The General Grand 
Treasurer Chuck Hollinger. 
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 March 16-17 Washington D C Grand Sessions.  along with the General 
Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, William G. Snyder. 

Sept. 6-8 Northeast Conference in Buffalo, NY. 

 Sat. 29th. Multistate (D.C., Del., Maryland, and Virginia) Chapter De-
grees in DC.  (DC also did R & S M degrees.) 

Oct. 26-27 MD grand sessions.  Dave Grindle was there. 

 Nov. 15-17 Williamsburg, VA Grand Chapter, Where I was asked to be 
the Senior Warden, assisting Don McAndrews in helping to confer the thrice 
Ill. Masters degree (Silver Trowel) 

2019 
 March 1-2 New Jersey Grand Sessions with DGGM Monty Glover and 
GGS (and Grand Commander) Mark Magee. 

 March 7-9 Delaware Grand Sessions.  I was the official and was re-
ceived well.  I did file a report for this event. 

 March 16-17 Washington D C Grand Sessions along with the General 
Grand PCW, Bill Snyder. 

 September 5-6 Northeast conference. Albany, NY Hosted by Mark Irwin 
and Chuck McCullum. 

 October 25-26 Maryland grand sessions along with GGPCW Bill 
Snyder.  

I was not able to attend Virginia Grand Chapter meeting. 

 Nov. 8-9 Wash, DC celebrating their 100th year centennial.  I observed 
RM and SM degrees on Friday, and Silver Trowel, Super Excellent Degrees 
and Banquet on Sat. 

2020 
 March 6 & 7, 2020 New Jersey Grand Sessions at Tom’s River.  I assist-
ed Bill Snyder 

March 13-14 Delaware Grand Sessions Dave 

 Unfortunately, because of COVID-19 the following week district of Co-
lumbia cancelled their Grand Sessions.  I was supposed to be the official to 
go to Rhode Island to cover for chuck Hollinger and chuck McCullum.  Both 
were committed to go to Conn., which was canceled.  Maryland and Virginia 
also canceled, and as of July have not been called back on. 

 As for all of my visitations, I thank you for all the hospitalities shown to 
me and my Lady Jane by all of the Illustrious Masters, Grand Recorders, 
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Ambassadors and their Grand Councils. 

 I especially wish to thank General Grand Master David Grindle and my 
Lady Jane for supporting me this past three years, traveling with me on most 
of my out of state travels. 

 I am looking forward to working with our new General grand Master 
Monty Glover in the future. 

Fraternally submitted, 
James B. Walsh  
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
Northeast—(South)

REPORT OF THE  
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

NORTHWEST 
RPC ROBERT A. FARROW 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 

 This has been one of the three most amazing years of my life.  I never 
would have imagined me having such a Masonic opportunity as I have had.  I 
must profusely thank Most Puissant General Grand Master David A. Grindle 
for appointing me to this position.  I must also give a deepfelt thanks to the 
Ambassadors that have assisted me.  They are: 

Dennis Oakland – Alaska Don Cerovski – Montana 
Roy Snyder – Colorado Paul Gehrman – Oregon  
Jeremy Vaughn – Idaho Gary Norton – Washington  
Richard Lewis – Wyoming 

Thank you, my Companions, for your service. 

 I was able to visit all seven Grand Sessions each year except for this 
year.  This year I had just returned from Alaska’s sessions when the virus 
closed everything else down.  I was very well received at all my visits.  What 
a great group of men we are. The other jurisdictions except for Wyoming are 
using Zoom for their sessions. 

 All Grand Councils in the Northwest are strong. Many say that we are 
“stuck” in our ways.  I believe that the way we have adopted to the disruption 
in our normal affairs has shown how well we can adapt if forced.  The trick is 
doing it without being forced. How many of us knew what Zoom was a year 
ago?  I envision a time when a Grand Illustrious Master has periodic Zoom 
meetings with the Illustrious Masters in his jurisdiction to check on the pro-
gress of programs he instituted and giving all a chance to trade ideas. 
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 The Northwest Conference has been highly successful in Boise each 
October.  Things are getting more expensive there and financing for it will 
have to be reviewed.  The cost of registration is no longer covering the cost 
of registration gifts.  A special thanks to Companion Norm Lane for organiz-
ing the nuts and bolts of this each year with registration and the hotel con-
tract. 

 I declare myself available to my replacement for whatever I can help him 
with. 

Fraternally submitted, 
Robert A. Farrow 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
Northwest 

REPORT OF THE 
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

SOUTH CENTRAL 
RPC JOHN L. LOGAN 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 

 The South Central Region consists of the Grand Councils of Arkansas, 
Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Oklahoma, and Texas, with Texas, the only non
-member of the General Grand Council.

 The 47th Triennial began with M⸫I⸫ Companion Carle L. Jackson serv-
ing as the Regional Deputy General Grand Master until his unfortunate pass-
ing on February 7, 2019.  At the March 2019 session of the Grand Council of 
Louisiana, Most Puissant General Grand Master David Grindle announced 
my appointment as R. P. Companion Jackson’s replacement.  In addition to 
attending the Grand Council of Louisiana, my attendance at the Grand Coun-
cils of Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma was blessed with fraternal fellow-
ship and hospitality. 

 In 2020, the Grand Council of Louisiana was the only Grand Council in 
the South Central Region, which was able to open their Grand Assembly in a 
face to face setting.  Each of the other Grand Assembly Sessions was held 
virtually. 

 The South Central Conference in 2018 was held in San Antonio, TX., in 
2019 in Little Rock, AR., and a virtual session was held in 2020.  The 2021 
South Central Conference will be held in Overland Park, KS. 

 I want to express my sincere appreciation for R. E. Clyde H. Schoolfield, 
South Central Regional Deputy General Grand High Priest for the General 
Grand Chapter, and Sir Knight Jack M. Harper II, South Central Department 



Forty-Seventh Triennial Assembly, Virtual 

48 

Commander for the Grand Encampment, for their cooperation, support, and 
friendship.  The opportunity of working with these noteworthy leaders of the 
fraternity during this Triennial was indeed a pleasure. 

 It has been an honor to serve our General Grand Council, and I offer my 
sincere thanks to General Grand Master Grindle for his confidence in me and 
the opportunity to serve during his Triennial. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

John L. Logan 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
South Central 

REPORT OF THE  
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

SOUTHEAST 
RPC LARRY R. GILLESPIE 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 

 I will begin this report with a "Thank You" to our Most Puissant Grand 
Master, David Grindle, for allowing me to serve in this capacity as Regional 
District Deputy Grand Master. 

 During this Triennial, I was dealt a setback in the loss of my wife Anita 
who is deeply missed each and every day.  

 It has been an honor and a privilege to work with MP Grindle and the 
other Grand Line Officers. The General Grand Council has had more com-
munication this Triennial than any other I have been involved in. I give the 
credit to the leadership and the General Grand Recorder’s efforts. 

 After being installed as The Southeastern Deputy Grand Master, the first 
official visit was to the Grand Jurisdiction of Alabama. It is always a pleasure 
to visit the Companions and meet with old friends. The next visits in the 
Southeast normally are South Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, Tennessee 
and Mississippi, followed by my own state of Florida. 

 Each of the Grand Councils appears to be financially stable. Some of the 
states have had to deal with Perpetual Memberships that were not calculated 
with high enough buy in prices to sustain the rise in the cost of doing busi-
ness. Therefore, some have dropped their membership in the General Grand 
Council. In doing this, they see a short term salvation, but are having to work 
with long term harder changes as the per capita in the General Grand Council 
is one of the lowest costs they incur once they have corrected their member-
ship database. The General Grand Recorder is willing to help each Grand 
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Council to work out a just solution. 

 In all the states, I found that there was a close working arrangement with 
their Grand Lodge and the Grand Master of each state. 

 Membership is the main problem in every state; sometimes not in getting 
new members, but in keeping the ones we already have. We are not doing a 
good job of showing ourselves off to the Blue Lodges and the general public. 
We need to be present at Blue Lodge projects and civic events and work side 
by side with each one to provide relief to our fellow man. Cryptic Masonry 
has a great amount of history and education to offer if we would just show it 
to our Brothers. 

 Working with various General Grand Officers, we knighted several 
Companions to membership into the Secret Vault. One of the great honors is 
being able to present many of the different awards, including Cryptic Mason 
of the Year, Adult Youth Leadership Award, Lady of the Council and the one 
that allows each of us to belong and cast a vote is the Past Most Illustrious 
Grand Master Certificate including Membership Pin and Membership Card. 

 The 2018 and 2019 Southeast Regional’s went very well. During my 
visits, I stressed that we need to work together since we all share common 
problems. 

 2020 has been a most unusual year. With the advent of the pandemic and 
not being able to travel, it has made face to face meetings prohibited in most 
jurisdictions. The General Grand Council jumped on board working with 
different online providers to make it possible to hold Grand Conventions by 
way of the internet. RP Balke, our General Grand Recorder, along with MP 
Grindle came up with many ways to facilitate the usage of internet meeting. 

 But looking on the bright side, it has given us the opportunity to reach 
out to all our members to meet without leaving home. This, companions, may 
well be the way of the future. It can be a boost to membership meeting and a 
way to provide Masonic presentations/information on a regular basis, using it 
to educate our families, friends, and potential candidates. 

 To all my Companions of the Southeast Regional, Thank You for your 
support. I look forward to meeting with you in the years to come.  
It has been an eventful Triennial,  

Larry R. Gillespie 
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
Southeast 

REPORT OF THE 
REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

SOUTHWEST 
RPC JAMES G. “JIM” BAUM 
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 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 

 I would like to begin this report with a,” Thank You”, to our Most Puis-
sant Grand Master, David Grindle, my “Cryptic Son” for allowing me serve 
in this capacity as Regional District Deputy Grand Master.  

 During this Triennial, I was dealt a setback before I got started. I was 
diagnosed with cancer and had undergone surgery at the time I took office. I 
missed the 2017 Southwest Conference. I had two of the best Ambassadors 
to take over and run my portion of the conference. Unfortunately, California 
lost a great Companion in 2019. Most illustrious Companion William “Bill” 
Price. Not only was he one of California ambassadors, but he was a close 
brother, companion, and dear friend to me.   

 I have missed traveling to Hawaii during my tern due to medical issues. 
But by April 2018 I was back on the road again. I traveled to New Mexico 
for their sessions and was greeted with open arms. Meeting with old ac-
quaintances and meeting new ones. Next stop was Utah, then California, Ne-
vada, and Ending the year in Arizona. It was good to meeting new and old 
friends. 

 Now to the business at hand. Each of the Grand Councils seem to be 
financially stable. They each had a full line of officer and had ones waiting in 
the wings. In all the states, I found that there was a close working arrange-
ment with their Grand Lodge Grand Master. In most of the states he was in a 
line position or had been. This is an important working arrangement.  

 Membership is the problem in every state. It is my belief that we need to 
get out in the public. Be present at civic events and work side by side with 
civic group providing relief to our fellow man. 

 Working with various General Grand Officers, we knight several new 
Companion to members of the Secret Vault. The best part of all the trips, 
beside the fellowship, was the presentation of many awards for Cryptic Ma-
son of the Year, Leadership Award and the Lady of the Council.  

 The 2018 and 2019 Southwest Regionals went very well. It was the 2018 
Southwest Regional that I will always remember. That was the time that the 
General Grand Conference of General Grand Councils, Royal and Select 
Masters, PHA, and the Bahamas Inc. and the General Grand Council of 
Cryptic Masons International formally recognized each other. I am glad that I 
had a small part in recognition. (Funny, it all started in a six-way reception in 
the York Rite Temple, San Bernardino, California) During all my visits I 
stressed that we needed to work together, since we had common problems.  

 2020 has been a most unusual year. With the advent of the pandemic and 
not being able to travel it has made face to face meetings prohibited. But 
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looking on the bright side, it has given us the opportunity to reach out to all 
our members to meet without leaving home. This my companions may well 
be the way of the future. It can be a boost to membership meeting and a way 
to provide masonic presentations/information on a regular basis. Using it to 
educate our families and friends, also any potential candidates. 

 Enough said. To all my Companions of the Southwest Regional, Thank 
You for your support. I look forward to meeting with you in the years to 
come. 

Happy Trails to you,  
James G “Jim” Baum  
Regional Deputy General Grand Master 
Southwest   

REPORT OF THE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

CRYPTIC MASONS MEDICAL RESEARCH  
FOUNDATION 

MIC GARY G. WYNE 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Companions of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Interna-
tional: 

Executive Summary for the Triennium Giving 

 CMMRF’s primary function is to raise funds supporting discovery re-
search at the Indiana Center for Vascular Biology and Medicine (ICVBM), 
located on the campus of the Indiana University School of Medicine and the 
Indianapolis campus of the Veteran’s Administration Hospital.  To that end I 
furnish the following table of statistics in support of our efforts and results 
for the calendar years 2017, 2018, and 2019. 

Statistical Summary of Top Ten Contributing Jurisdictions 

Statistical Summary of the Fifty-Eight Remaining Tracked Jurisdictions 
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 We have been and are able to maintain our level of support through the 
excellent return on our investment portfolio.  As it is revealed in the numbers 
displayed, CMMRF gives more to ICVBM than it receives.  One hundred 
percent of our donation receipts go to discovery research at ICVBM. 
CMMRF is able to provide this level of support to the ICVBM by utilizing 
earnings from the two investment accounts. 

Awards and Recognitions 
 For the Triennium Years 2017, 2018, and 2019 the following awards 
were earned: 

Research 
 September 30, 2017 Dr. Keith March resigned his position as the 
CMMRF Endowed Chairholder at the Indiana University School of Medi-
cine.  The CMMRF Chair remained vacant until July 17, 2018 when Dr. Jay 
Hess, Dean of the Indiana University School of Medicine, informed Most 
Puissant Companion David A. Grindle that Dr. Michael Murphy had been 
named the CMMRF Endowed Chair Holder. 

 Led By Dr. Michael Murphy, the Indiana Center for Vascular Biology 
and Medicine is addressing the following health concerns: 

1. Peripheral Arterial Disease

Total contributions for the three years 
2017, 2018, and 2019 were 
$728,163.17 

ICVBM Grants for the years 2017, 2018, 
and 2019 were $586,000.00. 

Total cumulative contributions are 
$6,205,770.75 

Cumulative ICVBM Grants are 
$5,081,464.86 

Number of tracked Jurisdictions giving 
$0.00 over the past three years: 17. 

Diamond Pins Number of People 
Who Received 

2 Diamonds 24 
3 Diamonds 14 
4 Diamonds 11 
5 Diamonds 5 
6 Diamonds 8 
7 Diamonds 6 
8 Diamonds 3 
9 Diamonds 5 
10 Diamonds 4 
11 Diamonds 4 
12 Diamonds 5 
13 Diamonds 4 
15 Diamonds 3 
16 Diamonds 2 
17 Diamonds 2 
18 Diamonds 1 
19 Diamonds 1 
21 Diamonds 1 
Total Pins 103 

Individual Plaques 49 
Council Plaques 38 
Extender Bars 313 
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2. Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm
A. Developing a Vaccine against Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm

4. Juvenile Diabetes

Summary of Support 

 CMMRF is the philanthropy of the General Grand Council, Cryptic Ma-
sons International.  CMMRF understands that most Masonic organizations or 
associations of Masons have their own specific philanthropy.  CMMRF; 
however, is “up close and personal” to each of us.  Few indeed are the indi-
viduals who can state that their life, the life of a loved one, or someone close 
to them has not been affected by one or more of the nine conditions listed. 
As Executive Secretary, I urge all levels of membership in General Grand 
Council to press forward in their efforts to support CMMRF through Table 
Council celebrations, participation in other social events, and the establish-
ment of or continuation of some variation on a “Pennies for Progress” pro-
gram.  ICVBM has demonstrated it is willing and pleased to assist the Grand 
Council or local Council to develop a program for its CMMRF fund raising 
event. 

 A “Pennies for Progress” program continues to demonstrate that it is a 
painless manner to generate funds for CMMRF.  A primary goal is to raise 
one penny per member per day.  That will be $3.65 per member for the year 
2020.  Companions, this amount is less than the cost of one trip to fast food, 
or one visit to Starbucks, or a pack of cigarettes.  Yet we spend for these not-
ed items almost without thinking multiple times over and over and begrudge 
that amount to this philanthropy.  If a penny seems too small an amount for 
your jurisdiction, then consider a nickel or a dime a day.  Additionally, con-
sider achieving the One Hundred Percent Certificate for your Council.  These 
goals are painless and quite accomplishable.  Yes, it can be done.  Let’s do 
something great together for all mankind. 

For the Cryptic Masons Medical Research Foundation, 
Gary G. Wyne, PMIGM 
Executive Secretary, CMMRF 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON 
NON-AFFILIATED GRAND COUNCILS 

J. DAVID CASHION, CHAIRMAN

 To the General Grand Master, General Grand Council Officers & Com-
panions all: 

There has been no change in Non-Affiliated Grand Councils. 

Fraternally and respectfully submitted, 
J. David Cashion, Chairman
Charles D. Wood, Jr.
Mark D. Thompson
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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LEADERSHIP 
MWB ADAM HATHAWAY, CHAIRMAN 

 To the General Grand Master, General Grand Council Officers & Com-
panions all: 

 This triennial began with the Most Puissant General Grand Master ap-
pointing Right Puissant Companion Carle Jackson to serve as Chairman of 
the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons International Education Com-
mittee.  RPC Carle, having completed his temple here on earth and safely 
depositing his sacred treasures within the repository of the faithful breast, 
was called home by the Great Architect of the Universe on February 7, 2019. 
He left us a rich Masonic legacy as a Past Master of two lodges; Past Poten-
tate and Treasurer of Acacia Shriners; Past Grand Royal Patron of Louisiana 
Order of the Amaranth; Past Worthy Patron of Baton Rouge Chapter 163, 
Order of the Eastern Star; and Chair of the General Grand Council of Cryptic 
Masons International Education Committee, to say the least. 

 Most Puissant General Grand Master David Grindle bestowed upon me 
the great honor of serving as Chairman and trusting me to follow in the foot-
steps of my great predecessor. I am joined in this committee by: Most Illus-
trious Companion Robert D. Elsloo, Most Illustrious Companion Lon A. 
Peden, Illustrious Companion Steven R. Goad and Illustrious Companion 
Benjamin F. Williams. 

 Upon receiving the first charge from the General Grand Master to this 
committee - to provide educational articles for the Decryption, I presumed 
that the articles were to be limited to the realm of Cryptic Masonry.  Most 
Puissant Companion David explained to me that the holy mandate of Cryptic 
Masonry is Preservation: of all things Masonic, of Truth and Virtue, and of 
all the traditions and sacred treasures that will guide us to our Second Temple 
on the other side of the veil of mortality.  

 The call for articles to be included in the Decryption went out and that 
call was answered. Articles included topics of esoteric, historical, symbolic, 
moral and inspirational interests.  Many thanks to the following authors who 
contributed their valuable time and distinguished talents in writing their re-
spective articles: 

The Symbolism of the Square   Ill. Comp. Benjamin F. Williams 
Introduction to Washington’s Rules of Civility 

Ill. Comp. Adam L. Hathaway 
The Word  Ill. Comp. S. Lane Pierce 
On the Number 7 Ill. Comp. Benjamin F. Williams  
Albert Mackey   Ill. Comp. Adam Hathaway 
Especially in Sculpture: the Via Negativa and the Symbolism of the Secret 
Vault Most Ill. Comp. Mark Z. Oldknow 
Royal Masters, It's Your Time   Ill. Comp. Chadwick B. Burks 
An Examination of Prayer Beads from a World Religions Perspective 

Comp. James F. McCallion 
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The Several Secrets of the Letter G Ill. Comp. Benjamin F. Williams 
Urim and Thummin Ill. Comp. Benjamin F. Williams  
After He made the form of the chariot of the supernal Adam  

Ill. Comp. Benjamin F. Williams   
Alpha and Omega  Comp. Phillip R. Houtz 
The Degree of Royal Master Comp. Scott A. Schwartzberg 
The Holy Saints John: Masonic, Astronomical, and Calendrical Incorporation 

Ill. Comp. Jay S. Williams 
The Degree of Select Master Comp. Scott A. Schwartzberg 
The Degree of Super Excellent Master 

Comp. Scott A. Schwartzberg 
Freemasonry and Revolution Comp. Scott A. Schwartzberg 
Rituals of the York Rite Comp. Scott A. Schwartzberg 
Masonic Calendars Comp. Scott A. Schwartzberg 
Keeping your Passions within Due Bounds  

Comp. Scott A. Schwartzberg 
Who Was Zabud? Comp. Scott A. Schwartzberg 

Please look for these outstanding articles at crypticmasons.org 

 Very special thanks go to Illustrious Companion Benjamin F. Williams 
and Companion Scott A. Schwartzberg who contributed the lion’s share of 
articles.  Heartfelt thanks to Illustrious Companion Will Highsmith, Editor of 
the Decryption, who collaborated with me in all ways, making sure that the 
work of the authors listed above were presented in most professional and 
illuminating light, with massive amounts of patience and good cheer. 

 I challenge each of you to take some time to pray and meditate on what 
you can do to preserve our Craft.   Masonic preservation activities include 
but are in no way limited to: writing articles, memorizing ritual, holding of-
fice, mentoring new members, seeking ideal candidates, teaching and re-
search.  How will you nourish your own Secret Vault and what Sacred Treas-
ures will it hold? Do it. Teach it. Write an article about it. 

Fraternally and Sincerely, 
MWB Adam Hathaway, Past Illustrious Master 
Chairman 

COMMITTEE ON HISTORY 
ANTHONY T. “AJ” JOHNSON, CHAIRMAN 

 To the General Grand Master, General Grand Council Officers & Com-
panions all: 

 Let’s start off by stating the obvious that the history for the General 
Grand Council was not completed during this triennial.  But there were items 
accomplished and I am sure that historic events occurred during the trienni-
um that will need to be included in the General Grand Council History. 

 One of the first items that was accomplished was a review of previous 
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historic items written for General Grand Council to determine the scope, lay-
out and information that will be included in the next historic book written 
concerning General Grand Council.  Previous works were culminations of 
items that happened not necessarily in General Grand Council, but within the 
membership.  So, in this historian’s eye it was not truly a history of General 
Grand Council. 

 The second thing that was done was to acquire all the historic items, that 
included a lot of paperwork and other items ,from  the former Grand Record-
er and Most Puissant had for General Grand Council   These are currently 
being scanned in so that they can be kept electronically for future compan-
ions to utilize or have for research.  A good example of this is all the pro-
ceedings that have been converted to an electronic format and are now cur-
rently available to all Cryptic Companions. 

 Third some examples of how a new proposed format for doing the next 
history of General Grand Council were sent to leadership for their approval. 
With the examples a recommendation was included. In my research, I deter-
mined that a true history of the General Grand Council had not been written 
and should be written up to the present day by using Triennial Proceedings 
and other historic documents of their actions between triennials. Then this 
needs to be done in the same manner for all of the regions that fall under the 
General Grand Council.  That all being said it would be a multi-volume set 
and will require the efforts of all the regions to complete.  It will also not be 
done over one Triennial, but will in the end produce a more complete history 
of General Grand Council  given the companions are willing to support from 
their Grand Jurisdictions and the Regional Deputy Grand Master’s encourage 
and help get the information to the General Grand Council Historian whoever 
that may be.to be able to compile the information.  It is very possible that 
regional volumes will be larger that the history of General Grand Chapter. 
But that is to be seen depending on the historic information and format that is 
used to compile them. 

 It has been a pleasure attempting to develop and format for the future 
history of our Cryptic Rite and in doing the research over the last three years. 
It has also been a labor of love in assuring that this research and information 
is put in a format that can be utilized in future year by Companions who have 
an interest in history and our craft.  This concludes the Historical Report for 
this Triennial Session. 

Fraternally 
Anthony T. (AJ) Johnson 
Grand Historian 

COMMITTEE ON YORK RITE COOPERATION 
ALL GENERAL GRAND OFFICERS 

THE PATH FORWARD: TO RAM OR NOT TO RAM? 
ROYAL ARCH ALL THE WAY OR SOMETHING MORE? OR 
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LESS? 

 For many years, two presumptions have been maintained in the historical 
development of the American York Rite or Universal York Rite model.  One 
is that all Cryptic Masons were exalted as Royal Arch Masons before receiv-
ing any of the three degrees of the Cryptic Rite.  The second is that all 
Knights Templars are Royal Arch Masons before the conferral of the chival-
ric Orders.   In many ways, this has been beneficial to the cause of the Amer-
ican York Rite in that all members of any York Rite body were both Master 
Masons and Capitular Masons, sharing a common foundation of knowledge 
and experience.   

 Other than the circumstances of the Capitular Rite being first well-
established within the United States, it could be argued by some that there is 
no historical or compelling reason for a Cryptic Mason or a Templar to also 
have been exalted as a Royal Arch Mason.  Given our often cited and appar-
ent common history with the ancient sources of the origins of the Scottish 
Rite, one could argue that the Cryptic Rite does not belong in the category of 
the York Rite.  

 However, within the purview of the York Rite Sovereign College of 
North America, there is a logical, rational explanation for the interconnected 
roles of the four York Rite bodies: Lodge, Chapter, Council and Command-
ery are seen as important steps in the progress of a Freemason. This exempli-
fies the reasoning behind York Rite Unity or a United York Rite.  The four 
bodies must work in harmony for all to succeed.  Obstacles and impediments 
to any of the four bodies serves to undermine the true purposes of all the bod-
ies.  

 In the expansion of the American York Rite onto the world stage as the 
Universal York Rite, this same pattern has been followed.  Within the United 
States, there may arise a dispute between Grand Officers of the York Rite or 
even contention with Grand Lodge Officers.  However, these are generally 
amicably resolved and rarely become more than a few passing moments of 
tension or strife.  Peace and Harmony prevails.   

 However, given the relative rapid progress on the International front, the 
teaching of some of the basic principles and tenets of our American York 
Rite are sometimes overlooked.  As the result of haste or misunderstanding, 
some of our Companions outside the United States falsely believe that one 
York Rite body or the other has a claim to be superior to the others.  Thus, 
one body asserts control over all and effectively destroys the intentions of the 
chartering General Grand Chapter, General Grand Council or Grand En-
campment and serves to vex the proper jurisdictions of the recognized Grand 
Lodges.  

 Your Committee members now have knowledge of unfair and unjust 
actions taken in such situations, all to the detriment of Freemasonry in those 
jurisdictions. In some instances, entities with names of “Supreme York Rite”, 
“Supreme Grand Chapter” or “Supreme Grand Commandery” have been 
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established purporting to have the power to control all three York Rite bodies 
in that jurisdiction and appointing their minions to elective offices without 
the vote or consent of any of the York Rite members.  

 Please note that this is not a matter of simply sharing resources and ex-
penses in a business-like manner as many of our York Rite bodies have done 
by electing one person to serve as Grand Secretary and Grand Recorder.  Nor 
is it simply sharing the expenses of maintaining a Grand York Rite Office or 
the compensation of a Clerk/Assistant to the Grand Secretary or Grand Re-
corder.  This constitutes a perversion of the Universal York Rite and a well-
spring for Un-Masonic conduct and bizarre actions of a personal and political 
nature occurring between York Rite bodies.  

 The Cryptic Rite has historically been divided on the question of being 
required as a gateway to the Templar Orders.  However, we have cheerfully 
accepted the role of the Grand Chapter as the gateway to the Cryptic Rite.  
Perhaps now is the time to either follow a more independent course or to 
achieve true equality in our partnership with the General Grand Chapter and 
the Grand Encampment. 

 There are a chosen few who do not view the Cryptic Rite as necessary or 
useful to their Masonic life.  There are many others who recognize the value 
of the Cryptic Rite and how essential its lessons are to an understanding of 
Freemasonry.  

 Your Committee suggests and recommends to the Cryptic Craft that you 
seriously consider, in a deliberate and dispassionate manner, the interconnec-
tions of the American York Rite.  You are probably moved to ask “Why?” or 
“Why now?” We ask you to ponder the following questions that have been 
presented to your Committee.   

 Is it possible that it would be best to dispense with the necessity of all 
Cryptic Masons being Royal Arch Masons? 

 Should we consider expanding the definition of what is necessary for 
one to be a Cryptic Mason?   

 Can a Scottish Rite Mason of the Lodge of Perfection be considered a 
Royal Arch Mason?   

 Should the Royal Arch requirement be a matter of determination by each 
jurisdiction?  

 Or, as the Royal Order of Scotland, be open to Master Masons who are 
also Capitular, Knights Templar, or Scottish Rite?  

 Should we support the inclusion of those United Grand Lodge of Eng-
land (UGLE) Master Masons who are members of a Royal Arch Chapter 
under UGLE but who have not received the other American Royal Arch de-
grees?  
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 Should we ONLY establish the Cryptic Rite in a new jurisdiction if there 
is a Royal Arch Chapter chartered by our General Grand Chapter or create a 
new basis as the conditions precedent to the establishment of the Cryptic Rite 
in new jurisdictions? 

 All these questions should be discussed in a serious, dispassionate, and 
thoughtful manner.  The answers determined for the guidance of the General 
Grand Council leadership and the Cryptic Rite will be of great importance. 
This should occur before 2023 so that you may consider the adoption of reso-
lutions or bylaws to provide guidance to future Cryptic leaders.   

 However, your Committee urges you to be ready for a discussion on 
these matters during these next three years and to be ready to make decisions 
that preserve the fundamentals of the American York Rite throughout the 
world.   

Fraternally, 
The General Grand Officers 

END OF THE PREPRINTED APPROVED REPORTS 

COMMITTEE ON RITUAL 
No Report Received 

COMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL AUTOMATION 
No Report Received 

GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC NATIONAL 
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

No Report Received 

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
No Report Received 

COMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC PLANNING 
No Report Received 

ALLOCUTION OF THE GENERAL GRAND MASTER 
MOST PUISSANT COMPANION DAVID A. GRINDLE 

 To the General Grand Officers and Members of the General Grand 
Council of Cryptic Masons, International: 

 This is the report of the General Grand Master, David A. Grindle, 2017-
2020, for the 47th Triennium. 

 First, I want to welcome everyone to this unique and unusual Triennial 
Assembly.  We had extensive plans to meet in Louisville, Kentucky, but 
something had other plans.  This pandemic has really affected all of our lives 
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and societies.  The trustees made a decision to convert to an electronic virtual 
assembly so that we were protecting the health of our members, we weren’t 
enduring the travel restrictions that exist, we weren’t enduring mandatory 
quarantines, and we weren’t disenfranchising any of our members that could-
n’t attend. 

 I would also like to welcome any of our distinguished guests from any of 
the appendant and concordant bodies.  We are glad you are here to observe 
our proceedings and to participate in this new endeavor. 

 The last three years have been interesting, challenging, and very produc-
tive.  It is difficult to report on those events. 

 My travels will be detailed in a separate document as an attachment to 
this report. 

APPOINTMENTS 

 As the Triennium began, I was able to get all of the officer stations and 
the Regional Deputy General Grand Master positions filled.  Some of the 
committees took some time to complete. 

 Part way through the first year there were two tragedies and a resigna-
tion.  RPC Danny Datu, Philippines, Asia-Pacific RDGGM, passed away, 
and I requested MIC Jonathan Chua to accept the position and he accepted. 

 The General Grand Captain of the Guard, RPC John Belanger, Louisi-
ana, submitted his resignation because he was changing his life priorities; I 
offered the position to MIC Russell Bridges, Ambassador to North Carolina, 
he accepted, and I installed him during the 2018 Summer Assembly in Mag-
gie Valley, North Carolina.  At the same time, I asked MIC J. David Cashion 
to become the Ambassador to North Carolina, and he accepted and was in-
stalled. 

 The third major change was that RPC Carle Jackson, Louisiana, South 
Central RDGGM, died and left an additional vacancy in the Education Com-
mittee.  I offered the position of South Central RDGGM to MIC John Logan, 
Oklahoma, and he accepted.  I installed him when I visited the Grand Coun-
cil of Louisiana in 2019.  I asked IC Adam Hathaway, New Mexico, to be-
come the Chairman of the Education Committee, and he accepted. 

 For a short time, the Office of General Grand Conductor of the Council 
was vacant while a Grand Chapter suspension was sorted out in Romania.  
The problem was resolved when the Grand Master of the Regular Grand 
Lodge of Romania stepped in. 

 The Regional Deputy Corps was disrupted by a suspension by the Grand 
Chapter of Brazil.  RPC Leonardo Sant’Anna was suspended by the Grand 
Chapter and had to resign his office because of not being qualified by mem-
bership for the office.  I asked MIC Kennyo Ismail to take over the responsi-
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bilities of the South America RDGGM.  He accepted and the regalia was 
shipped to him. 

 I had not known about the residence of one Ambassador that I had ap-
pointed and I requested his resignation because he wasn’t living in the juris-
diction.  MIC Smallwood offered his resignation, and I asked MIC Carl 
Jones, Kentucky, to become the Ambassador to Kentucky. 

 The General Grand Recorder, RPC Bryan D. Bechler, Washington, was 
having a lot of conflicts with family health problems in California and work,  
He was finding that he couldn’t fulfill the demanding responsibilities of the 
General Grand Council Office he had been elected to and he resigned in Sep-
tember 2018.  I started requesting suggestions for a replacement.  Several 
names were submitted, and I asked MIC Steven Balke, New Mexico, if he 
was interested in the position.  He thought it over and accepted the appoint-
ment to this important position. 

 There have been several losses through death and resignation within the 
Ambassador Corps.  MIC William Price, California-North, passed away and 
MIC Robert Whitfield was asked to fill the position.  MIC Silas Wilson, Ar-
kansas, was expelled and MIC Joe Rouse was asked to fill the position. IC 
Günter G. Steurer, Austria, resigned and the position remained unfilled.  IC 
Roy Snyder, Colorado, passed away and the position remained unfilled.  
MIC Erich Dobesch, Germany, was suspended by his Lodge and therefore 
lost his membership in Chapter and Council, and the position remained un-
filled.  MIC Dale Corrice, Illinois, submitted his resignation due to health 
concerns and he recommended that RPC Ronald Fullerlove, Illinois, become 
the Ambassador to Illinois.  Companion Fullerlove accepted the appointment.  
RIC Giovanni Vinci, Italy, demitted from all of the York Rite over a problem 
with the Grand Chapter of Italy in the suspension of the Most Illustrious 
Grand Master of Italy.  This position remains unfilled.  MIC Mario Col-
lignon, Untied States of Mexico, passed away and the position remains un-
filled.  IC John Donohoo, Ohio, was requested to resign since his primary 
domicile was no longer in Ohio, and IC Martin Trent was asked if he would 
accept the position and he accepted. 

 I created a fourteenth Region and appointed RPC Bryan D. Bechler as 
the Canada RDGGM.  There has been some resistance to this appointment 
from Eastern Canada.  There seems to be some long standing resistance to 
the General Grand Council in that jurisdiction. 

 The last major loss came on 30 June 2020, when MIC C. David Wil-
liams, Kansas, was found dead of a heart attack at home.  Companion C. Da-
vid was the chairman of the Jurisprudence Committee.  MIC Jeremy C. 
Vaughn, Idaho, was elevated to Chairman and MIC Todd Schulze, Missouri, 
was asked to join the Committee for the remainder of the Triennium. 

YORK RITE COOPERATION 

At the beginning of this Triennium, cooperation between the three Inter-
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national York Rite Organizations was exceptional, but as the Triennium has 
progressed the situation has deteriorated. 

 A situation has arisen within the York Rite of Brazil.  The General 
Grand Council was informed of the formation of an irregular Grand Lodge in 
the state of Sao Paulo.  A member of this Grand Lodge is the Grand High 
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Brazil.  This fact was presented to the General 
Grand High Priest, and a General Grand Chapter Board determined that the 
Grand Orient of Sao Paulo is a regular Masonic Body and therefore the 
Grand High Priest is a regular Mason.  The General Grand Council continues 
to receive feedback on this situation, and it is all negative.  We are afraid that 
this situation will result in the loss of all of our membership in the Chapter, 
Council, and Commandery. 

MASONIC PRESERVATION 

 In 2008 in Indianapolis, then Right Puissant Companion George C. 
Sellars, General Grand Principal Conductor of the Work, identified the Gen-
eral Grand Council as the Preservation Body.  He promoted this in the sale of 
caps.   

 In 2011 in Raleigh, Companion George had a banner identifying the 
General Grand Council as Preservationists.  He presented a proposal to form 
a Constituent Council called International Preservation Council No. 1880 to 
assist in preserving the membership of disenfranchised Companions after 
their Grand Councils had withdrawn from General Grand or were never 
members of the General Grand. 

 During this Triennium, I have tried to expand this idea of Preservation to 
encompass all of Masonry, to include Lodge, Chapter, Council, Command-
ery, Scottish Rite, Shrine, etc.  We have attempted this by establishing a web-
site containing educational material for all Masonic Bodies.  This website is 
called rabonni.org.  It is hoped that development of this activity will continue 
into future Trienniums. 

GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL  
CORPORATE PRESERVATION FUND 

 Entering into this Triennium, there were several honors that the fees 
were being deposited into the Corporate Preservation Fund.  These included 
the Order of the Secret Vault and the Lady of the Council fees. 

 We have expanded this with the development of the Veterans jewel 
which is available for purchase by any Cryptic Mason honorably serving or 
served Veteran of the six branches of the military:  the Navy, the Army, the 
Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, the Air Force, and the Space Force.  The fees 
raised by the sale of this jewel are deposited in the Fund after certain expens-
es are deducted. 

Additionally, we developed a Jewel and Lapel Pin to be presented to 
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First Responders.  The First Responder must be nominated by a Cryptic Ma-
son and does not have to be a Mason.  The First Responders are those that are 
commonly the first on the scene of a disaster or performing certain duties.  If 
the Frist Responder is not a Mason, he will receive a lapel pin and a certifi-
cate.  If the First Responder is a Mason, he will receive a jewel and certificate 
with the option to obtain a lapel pin also.  The funds generated minus certain 
expenses are deposited in the Preservation Fund. 

 Under consideration is the development of a jewel to recognize the con-
tribution of Adult Leaders that work with youth in organizations other than 
the Masonic Youth Groups.  Hopefully, this jewel will be presented early in 
the next Triennium.  It is envisioned that one jewel will be offered to each 
Grand Council for presentation to a deserving Adult.  Additional jewels can 
be purchased by a Grand Council to recognize other Adults.  Again, the 
funds generated minus certain expenses will be deposited in the Preservation 
Fund.  We felt that there needed to be more recognition of Adults serving 
youth beyond the very restrictive Adult Youth Leadership Award. 

GENERAL GRAND COUNCIL LIFE MEMBERSHIP 

 The General Grand Council Life Membership program is still a viable 
program.  There are still several Grand Councils that are attempting to keep 
100% Life Membership.  It is an effort to keep them current on their entire 
membership. 

 It remains a viable alternative for a Grand Council to have Life Member-
ships to exempt them from paying per capita.  We should continue to encour-
age Grand Councils, especially those that aren’t members of General Grand, 
to have their members purchase the Life Membership to assist them in affili-
ating with General Grand. 

CRYPTIC NEWS 

 The General Grand Council has continued to print and distribute a ver-
sion of the Cryptic Freemason Magazine.  It has been the complete effort of 
MPC Richard Eppler of Connecticut.  He has been the editor since 2008.  His 
work has been well received, and we are very appreciative of his efforts in 
producing a quality document.  He has decided that after 12 years it is time to 
hang up the pencil and step away from the computer.  It is hoped that the in-
coming General Grand Master will find a new editor to continue the publica-
tion. 

 We have expanded our communication with an electronic newsletter.  
This was initially envisioned as a weekly publication, but there were some 
difficulties in the beginning.  While I was in North Carolina for their Annual 
Sessions in 2019, I was approached by a Companion who asked how he could 
contribute to the General Grand Council.  I gave his name to our General 
Grand Recorder and contact was made to find out the Companions interests.  
Companion Will Highsmith is now the editor and publisher of the Weekly 
Decryption.  It has developed into a weekly publication.  If you aren’t receiv-
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ing the Weekly Decryption, there is a link on the General Grand Council 
Website to subscribe to it. 

FOREIGN JURISDICTIONS 

 The International Jurisdictions seemed to be doing relatively well.  I was 
able to Institute two Grand Councils under dispensation when I visited San 
Salvador, El Salvador, immediately after the 46th Triennial Assembly,  Those 
Grand Councils are the Grand Council of the United States of Mexico and the 
Grand Council of Central America.  These two Grand Councils are doing 
well.  In November of 2018, I instituted the Grand Council of Peru under 
dispensation.  This Grand Council consists of well-established Councils and 
is doing well. 

 The Grand Council of Germany had its Charter suspended during the last 
Triennium and is working to get itself back to work.  I suspended the Charter 
of two of the Constituent Councils from Germany, Heidelberg No. 2 and 
Hamburg No. 8.  In May of 2018, RPC Norman Draine arranged a meeting 
with representatives of these two Councils in Frankfurt.  The representatives 
of Heidelberg Council came to the meeting prepared to surrender their Char-
ter and nothing that was said appeased them.  They handed me a letter signed 
by the Illustrious Master and the Recorder that surrendered the Charter; how-
ever, the seal that was used on the letter was of a defunct Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons from the Augsburg area.  This was the illegal use of a seal for 
the incorrect organization.  The representatives of Hamburg Council No. 8 
provided the requested information and were ready to comply with the Gen-
eral Grand Council requirements.  I restored their Charter.  We issued a Dis-
pensation for the Councils in Germany to start operating as a Grand Council.  
The companion that was placed in the Grand Master’s Station was eventually 
found to have been suspended from his Lodge for nonpayment of dues.  He 
was removed as Illustrious Grand Master and Ambassador.  The Deputy 
Grand Master was elevated to the station of Illustrious Grand Master.  It has 
created the situation that was part of the problem with the previous Grand 
Council that of having the same Companion as the Grand High Priest and 
Illustrious Grand Master.  It is hoped that this situation will be resolved with 
the first election after they receive their Charter. 

 Some difficulties arose when the Grand Chapter of Romania suspended 
several Companions for nonpayment of fees.  One of those suspended was 
the Illustrious Grand Master.  The Grand Chapter would not listen to the 
Companions when they proved that they had paid the fees but they weren’t 
recorded properly.  I worked through a couple of Most Worshipful Grand 
Masters to communicate with the Grand Master of the Regular Grand Lodge 
of Romania and see if the situation can be peacefully resolved.  The Compan-
ions were reinstated, and the Grand Council is operating fairly well.  There is 
some confusion on their status and other Grand Councils have not been invit-
ing them to visit.  Hopefully, this will be resolved soon. 

 In Brazil, some trusted Companions and Sir Knights formed an organiza-
tion that was to control all three Grand York Rite Bodies.  This body, Su-
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preme Grand Chapter, had complete control of the appointing of the officers, 
the database of the membership, and all of the funds of the three bodies.  Ac-
cess to this information was strictly limited.  There was no transparency of 
the operations.  If information was requested, the request was refused.  If the 
requesting persisted, the individual making the request was suspended from 
the Grand Chapter without due process.  After we received this information, I 
suspended the Charter of the Grand Council of Brazil, suspended Companion 
Paulo Curi from his Council, and formed a committee with a Past Illustrious 
Grand Master as the Chairman to develop a new Constitution for the Grand 
Council of Brazil.  This Constitution has been reviewed by the Jurisprudence 
Committee and is being returned for the Councils to adopt it.  Once it is 
adopted a Dispensation may be issued for them to begin operating as a Grand 
Council.  We expect this to be completed by the Triennial Assembly. 

 In Italy, the Grand Chapter, in what seemed to be an arbitrary move, sus-
pended the Illustrious Grand Master from the Chapter over a disagreement 
between a Past Grand High Priest and the Illustrious Grand Master.  The Il-
lustrious Grand Master had lined up Companions to testify at a tribunal of the 
Grand Orient of Italy against the Past Grand High Priest.  The current Grand 
High Priest demanded that these witnesses appear before him and discuss 
what they were testifying.  If they didn’t appear before the Grand High Priest, 
they were under threat of suspension.  This, I believe, was an attempt to in-
fluence the testimony of the witnesses.  Rather than appear, the Companions 
resigned from the York Rite and in the process completely destroyed the 
York Rite structure in one particular area.  After hearing about all of these 
actions, I suspended the Charter of the Grand Council to remove the Grand 
Council from the control of the Grand Chapter.  After this suspension, I was 
communicating directly with the Companion that was acting as the Illustrious 
Grand Master, and I received an email from the Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Chapter stating that if I wanted to communicate with the Illustrious Grand 
Master I had to go through him and the Grand High Priest.  I replied and told 
him that I didn’t have to do any such thing.  I selected RPC Gheorghe Vilcea-
nu as my representative on the continent to work with Companion Ales-
sandro to work through what I am requiring of them to restore their Charter.  
It is still a long process.  In the meantime, I have been informed that there 
exists an organization that is run by the Grand Chapter that controls all of the 
membership data and the financial data for all three bodies.  This sounds 
much like the organization that was formed in Brazil.   This organization will 
have to be disbanded or reorganized before they will get their Charter re-
stored. 

 I believe that a lot of these difficulties have arisen from a lack of supervi-
sion by the General Grand Council after the issuance of Charters.  It is diffi-
cult to provide the proper supervision from our locations in the United States.  
The effects of the current pandemic has forced us to refine our communica-
tion skills and has taken us to using technology to assist in communicating 
with Companions around the world.  In July, we started zoom conferences 
with the Brazilian Companions in attempts to reassure them that they still are 
viable Councils and have our assistance in reforming.  These increased skills 
may be a way to increase our ability to supervise these distant Grand Coun-
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cils and have them operate in Masonically acceptable manners. 

 Another thing we have discovered from the writings of the meetings that 
formed the General Grand Council and the writings of outstanding Masons: 
Brother Albert Pike; Most Excellent and Most Illustrious Companion Albert 
Mackay; and Most Excellent Companion, Most Puissant Companion, and 
Illustrious Brother Josiah H. Drummond, is a set of guidelines for the opera-
tion of Councils and Grand Councils.  We have deciphered these guides and 
put them in today’s language.  We are in the hope that in the future these will 
be adopted as Cryptic Landmarks to direct the operation of Councils and 
Grand Councils in recognizable and regular manners.  This is another way 
we hope to supervise new Grand Councils. 

ACTIONS OF THE GENERAL GRAND MASTER 

Issued a Dispensation to Taipei Council No. 1, Taipei, Taiwan, to allow 
them to use a quorum of five to open their Council for the purpose 
of transacting business.  This Dispensation did not allow them to 
confer the degrees with only five Companions. 

Issued an advisory letter to all Companions stating that during the pan-
demic the General Grand Officers will not be required to travel.  If 
they want to travel to any Assemblies that might be held, they 
would be traveling on their own. 

Issued Edict #1 instructing Councils constituent to the General Grand 
Council that in-person meetings were forbidden if their Grand 
Lodge had not provided guidance.  If the Grand Lodge had issued 
guidance during the pandemic, they were to follow it. 

Issued Edict #2 instructing that due to the special circumstances dictat-
ing the course of the Triennial Assembly, voting would be done as 
one man one vote in a similar manner to the rules of the Grand En-
campment. 

Two Companions who have held positions with General Grand Council 
and are associated with an illegal organization and irregular Masons 
are being stripped of their honorifics from the General Grand Coun-
cil. 

The General Grand Council Trustees worked with the Grand Council of 
California to gather information on the General Conference of 
Grand Councils of Royal and Select Masters, Prince Hall Affiliate 
for the United States and Bahamas and to assist in forming mutual 
recognition between our two organizations.  The General Grand 
Council completed its portion of the recognition at the Southwest 
Regional Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada, in November 2018.  
The General Conference completed the Recognition process at their 
Annual Assembly in Greenville, South Carolina, in May 2019. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 I recommend the following to continue to improve the viability of the 
General Grand Council: 
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Pursuit of better cooperation among the York Rite bodies is required. 
Continue to support York Rite Leadership Training.  The program is 

outstanding and should continue to be expanded to include more 
Masons from Master Masons to Scottish Rite and Shrine plus other 
Masonic Family Members. 

Continue to provide training and information on all Masonry to Preserve 
our Fraternity.  Work to fully develop Rabboni.org as an all Mason-
ic training and education site.  Have a variety of programs, some 
free and some with minimal fees to compensate the developers. 

Continue to expand our recognition programs.  Continue to develop the 
additional Youth Advocate Award to recognize those adults that 
work with youth in organizations other than the Masonic Youth 
Groups, Rainbow, Job’s, DeMolay, etc. 

Continue to improve our methods of communication and support for 
Grand Councils.  Support and improve the Weekly Decryption so 
that it becomes a mainstay of communication between the General 
Grand Council and the Masonic Community.  Continue to provide 
virtual meeting capabilities for our Cryptic Masons worldwide.  
This pandemic has caused the Masonic Communities to develop 
various methods of staying in contact with the Brothers, and we can 
be there to support them.  These developments have proved that 
expanding communication capabilities can improve participation 
among those who may remain at a perpetual distance. 

Continue to support the Awards Program of DeMolay International.  
They need the financial support to continue annually recognizing 
outstanding DeMolay leaders. 

The Trustees recommend that formal concordats be signed with the 
Grand Lodges of our International Jurisdictions.  This will cement 
our existence in these Jurisdictions with mutual recognition. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 Companions there are so many Brothers, Companions, and Sir Knights 
that I owe a lot of thanks to. 

 I am very grateful to all of the Companions of the General Grand Coun-
cil for allowing me to lead this organization for the last three years.  It was 
really a privilege to have the confidence of so many Companions to trust me 
to perform these duties.  Thank you very much.  I hope I have done you 
proud. 

 I wish to acknowledge the influence and guidance that I received from 
Most Puissant Companion George C. Sellars, General Grand Master.  We 
spent many hours together on different General Grand Council excursions to 
include several Masonic Weeks, North Carolina Summer Assemblies, and 
trips to International Jurisdictions. 

 I wish to thank Right Puissant Companion James G. Baum, Past Grand 
Illustrious Master of California and Southwest Regional Deputy General 
Grand Master 2017-20, for his friendship and guidance.  I want to thank him 
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for adopting me into the California Cryptic Family. 

 I want to acknowledge the support that I have received from the Grand 
Council of Idaho. 

There are all of the fabulous Companions that I have been associated 
with around the world these past twelve years.  There are many fantastic 
Brothers and Companions out there with unlimited talents.  They also are 
fantastic ritualists and Cryptic Masons. 

 Thank you to Most Illustrious Companion Richard L. Roblee, Past Illus-
trious Grand Master of Idaho, who started me on my journey through Cryptic 
Masonry by appointing me as the Grand Sentinel of the Grand Council of 
Cryptic Masons of Idaho in 1999. 

 Thank you to the Past General Grand Masters for their counsel during 
the rough times of this Triennium. 

 I really appreciate the support and comradery of the Deputy General 
Grand Master and the General Grand Principal Conductor of the Work.  We 
formed a very effective team.  We worked well together. 

 There is this wonderful lady that I met in 2001 that has been my wife for 
the last 19 years.  She knew nothing about Masonry when we met.  I intro-
duced her to Masonry in April 2001 at the Grand York Rite Sessions of Idaho 
which were held in Post Falls, Idaho.  From there it has been a wild ride 
through the three York Rite Bodies of Idaho, as Grand Secretary/Recorder of 
the Grand York Rite, campaigning for General Grand Recorder from 2006 to 
the 44th Triennial in Indianapolis in August 2008, through the years as Gen-
eral Grand Recorder from 2008 through 2017, and finally as the first Lady of 
General Grand Council.  She has been very supportive.  Thank you Lady 
Karen for your Love, Friendship, Counsel, and Support. 

I move that this report be accepted and spread upon the minutes. 

Fraternally and sincerely, 
David A. Grindle, KYGCH, GGCSV 
General Grand Master 
47th Triennium, 2017-2020 

 The motion was seconded and the report was accepted and forwarded to 
the Committee on Cryptic Jurisprudence. 

ACTIONS OF THE GENERAL GRAND MASTER 
Covered in the Report of the Committee on Cryptic Jurisprudence 

REPORT OF THE  
COMMITTEE ON CRYPTIC JURISPRUDENCE 

JEREMY C. VAUGHN, CHARIMAN 
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 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, Officers, and Members of 
the General Grand Council, Cryptic Masons, International: 

 This report is not easy to write this triennium, nor did we expect it to 
happen this way. Our chairman, C. David Williams, III, PGIM (KS), unex-
pectedly passed away on July 1, 2020 at his home. With his passing, we 
lost a great deal of the records and information on the decisions made in the 
past three years, while leaving all of the end of triennium items left to ac-
complish without his guidance, leadership, and wisdom. We mourn his 
passing. This report will attempt to recount the actions during the past trien-
nium and the decisions of the committee, but we beg your leave if something 
is unintentionally left out. 

Per our law, the duties of this committee are as follows: 

SECTION 402  DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CRYPTIC JURISPRUDENCE

The duty of the Commi ee on Cryp c Jurisprudence is: 
A. To consider and report on all questions of Cryptic Masonic

Law referred to it by the General Grand Council Elected
Officers, or any Committee of the General Grand Council,
including decisions of the General Grand Master during
the Triennial

B. To consider and report on all proposed amendments to the
Constitution and Bylaws

C. To monitor and correct the contents of the Constitution and
By-Laws for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and miss-
wording in conjunction with the General Grand Recorder 

In reverse order, your committee begs leave to report the following: 

 No requests were made of us regarding monitoring and correcting the 
Constitution and By-Laws as stated in subparagraph C. Neither have we ad-
vanced any issues of our own determination. 

 Two proposed amendments to our Constitution and By-Laws were 
forwarded to us to review pursuant to subparagraph B. Resolution 47-1 con-
cerned the honorifics granted to certain officers of the General Grand Coun-
cil. Resolution 47-2 concerned changes to the procedure for filling vacan-
cies in the offices of the General Grand Council. Both were submitted to the 
committee in August 2020. The committee found both resolutions to be in 
proper form and not otherwise in conflict with the law of the General Grand 
Council. However, the committee determined that neither could lawfully be 
brought to the floor as they were untimely pursuant to Article X of the Con-
stitution and Section 802 of the By-Laws. Neither was presented to the 
voting membership in the timeline required by the law. In addition to the 
resolutions, we were asked to weigh in on a proposed list of landmarks for 
Cryptic Masonry. After much discussion, it was agreed upon that any such 
list, if it was to have any legitimacy and bearing on our organization, need-
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ed to be presented to the voting delegates in the same way that legislation is 
presented. Thus, it was determined to be out of time and not able to be pre-
sented at this time. 

With respect to subparagraph A, your committee can report the follow-
ing: 

1. We have been consulted on numerous changes and adoptions of
bylaws and other governing documents for the subordinate coun-
cils of the General Grand Council over the triennium. The work
in this regard is largely reflected in the report of the Committee
on Charters and Dispensations. We commend the work of our
companions in various jurisdictions to establish councils and
spread the light of Cryptic Masonry.

2. We have reviewed the report of the General Grand Master and
beg leave to report the following:
a. We commend the General Grand Master on the travels and

visits he was able to undertake on behalf of Cryptic Masonry
prior to the Covid-19 pandemic.

b. We concur in his appointments and changes made throughout
the triennium.

c. We concur with his actions with his comments regarding Sao
Paulo.

d. We concur with and commend his comments regarding Ma-
sonic Preservation

e. We concur with and commend the actions and decisions of
the General Grand Master with respect to expanding and
growing the Corporate Fund and the Life Membership Fund.

f. We concur with and commend the General Grand Master
concerning the growth of the Cryptic News and the Weekly
Decryption. We moreover commend those Companions who
have made it happen on a regular basis.

g. We concur with the Grand Master’s actions and decisions
concerning Foreign Jurisdictions. It is not easy to navigate
the niceties of the greater international Masonic fraternity
and the local idiosyncrasies that appear. We commend the
efforts of all companions to grow and improve the Cryptic
Rite in the world.

h. We concur with the official Actions of the General Grand
Master and the edicts and decisions issued. Given the unique
situation presented by the pandemic in the last few months,
we do concur with the unique decisions and actions precipi-
tated by it, with the caveat that they should not set prece-
dence for future dispensation with the in-person triennial
assembly unless then-present unique and emergent circum-
stances warrant the same. We know that the decisions made
were not lightly considered, and we commend the leadership
for the tough decisions they had to make.

i. We neither endorse nor repudiate the General Grand Master’s 
recommendations. Rather, we acknowledge the propriety of
him advancing his observations and defer to the voting dele-
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gates to decide whether any of them should be adopted. This 
should not be mistaken for our disagreement with any of his 
recommendations, but rather an acknowledgement that such 
policy matters are the province of the leadership and voting 
members of this body. 

3. We have reviewed the report of the Committee on Charters and 
Dispensations, and we concur with the actions taken and congrat-
ulate all on the fruition of the hard work of many! 

4. As of this writing, no other reports were referred to us for action 
or consideration. 

 
 Two other unique items were presented to the committee for input and 
interpretation. 
 
 One was a proposal by the Board of Trustees with an idea for a unique 
approach to the 48th Triennium in light of the havoc caused by the pandemic. 
In short, the idea is to convene the 48th Triennium in more than one session, 
with the first in 2021, to allow the membership to deal with legislative and 
policy issues which were waylaid by the pandemic. After each session, the 
Triennial would be called at refreshment for a period of time, with the final 
assembly to be held in 2023. As presented, we concurred with the proposal 
with the proviso that due and timely notice is given to the voting membership 
and that the other law of the General Grand Council is complied with. We 
agreed that such an approach was warranted by the situation at hand. 
 
 The second issue was more problematic. A letter was received by the 
committee which pointed out a major issue. Bluntly, no audit has been con-
ducted of the General Grand Council’s finances for at least two trienniums. 
We have had three Grand Recorders since the end of the 45th Triennium, 
without an audit. We are about to change Grand Treasurers as well. Both §§ 
304 E and 311 I contemplate that an audit will be done on a triennial basis by 
a certified public accountant chosen by the Board of Trustees. In addition, § 
404 requires that an audit committee be appointed by the General Grand Mas-
ter to conduct annual reviews of the finances of the General Grand Council. 
Bluntly, it is not acceptable that this has not occurred. The committee is aware 
that the employ of a CPA to do this work costs money and that the concern has 
been raised as to whether we can afford such a professional. It is the opinion 
of the committee that we cannot afford to NOT perform such an audit and the 
annual reviews. Given the fact that our officers have not been traveling the 
past six months, there are budget savings which can be utilized to defray the 
expense of this audit. Therefore, it is the opinion of the committee that the 
following be undertaken: 

1. A licensed certified public accountant who is not a member of the 
General Grand Council be employed by the Board of Trustees 
within ninety (90) days of the close of the 47th Triennium to per-
form an audit of the financial affairs of the General Grand Council. 
Further, such audit should, at a minimum, go back to the end of the 
46th Triennium when MPC David A. Grindle vacated the General 
Grand Recorder’s office. If the CPA uncovers any concerns, they 
should be authorized to go back to the 45th Triennium. 
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2. The CPA be provided a copy of the letter received by the commit-
tee on Cryptic Jurisprudence.

3. The CPA be asked to opine on the current accounting system of
the General Grand Council and whether any changes should be
considered by the Board of Trustees to ensure transparency and
allay any concerns.

4. The report of the CPA concerning the audit be made available for
review and consideration of the membership by no later than the
session contemplated to be held in August 2021.

5. That the incoming General Grand Master ensure that an audit com-
mittee pursuant to Section 404 be appointed and charged to per-
form their duty per the Bylaws.

 We wish to be clear that we have no evidence of any wrongdoing and 
are not expressing any judgment on any companion; rather, the concern was 
raised to us, and pursuant to our duties under the law, we are commenting 
on actions which we believe must be taken to bring the officers and com-
mittees of the General Grand Council into compliance with our laws. 

 We thank MPC Grindle for this opportunity to serve the General Grand 
Council, and offer our services in the future, should the same be desired. 

Fraternally Submitted,  
Jeremy C. Vaughn, PGIM (ID) 
Larry N. Flowers, Sr., PGIM (KY) 
Douglas E. Connell, PGIM (RI)  
Glenn E. Means, PIM (MO)  
Todd A. Schulze, PGIM (MO) 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CHARTERS AND DISPENSATIONS 

David A. Grindle, Chairman 

To the General Grand Council Officers and Members: 

 We. the Committee on Charters and Dispensations, are pleased to report 
the following issuance of Dispensations and Charters: 

1) Subordinate Council Dispensations issued and instituted:
Fiat Lux Council #18—Mexico 
Giblin Council #10—Mexico 
Guametria Council #11—Mexico 
Hanif Council #17—Mexico 
Jedidiah Council #9—Mexico 
San Juan del Rio #21—Mexico 
Sepulcro de Monarcas Council #14—Mexico 
Xalapa Council #13—Mexico 
Bethlehem Council #19—Mexico
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We move that these Councils continue under Dispensation until 
such time they meet all of the requirements to be chartered. 

The motion was seconded and this portion of the report was adopt-
ed. 

2) The following Subordinate Councils, having met all of the require-
ments for chartering, were issued charters and constituted during
this Triennium:

Adam Kraft Council #18, Hanover, Germany 
Alfa y Omega Council #18, Xalapa, Veracruz, México 
Tangamanga Council #22, San Luis Potosi, México 
Rafael D'Arrigo Carranza #2—Peru  
Arequipa Council #3—Peru 
Pachacutec Council #4—Peru
Ica Council #5—Peru 

We move that these actions be adopted. 

This motion was seconded and this portion of the report was adopt-
ed. 

3) The following Councils were rechartered for the reason noted:
Arabia Council #9, Southwest Asia, Loyalty Change 

We move that these actions be adopted. 

This motion was seconded and this portion of the report was adopt-
ed. 

4) Three Grand Councils were issued dispensations and were institut-
ed.  They are:

Grand Council of Brazil 

 We move that the Grand Councils of Paraguay and Venezuela con-
tinue in Under Dispensation status. The motion was seconded. 

An Amendment was offered that this dispensation be held over until 
such time as the Grand Council can resolve some irregularities. The wmwnd-
ment was seconded and was adopted. 

The Amended motion was then adopted. 

5) The following Grand Councils have submitted their Annual Returns,
paid their per capita, and have submitted their Constitutions and
Bylaws for approval which has been completed:

Grand Council of Cemtal America 
Grand Council of Germany (Hold) 
Grand Council of Paraguay 
Grand Council of Peru 



Forty-Seventh Triennial Assembly, Virtual 

74 

Grand Council of the United States of Mexico 
Grnad Council of Venezuela 

We move that these six Grand Councils be chartered and be consti-
tuted at a future date. The motion was seconded. 

An amendment was offered to HOLD the chartering of the Grand 
council of Germany. The amendment was seconded and adopted. 

The amended motion was adopted. 

We move that this report in its entirety be adopted. 

Respectfully submitted, 
David A. Grindle, Chairman 
Monty J. Glover 
Steven A. Balke 

The motion to adopt this report in its entirety was seconded and adopted. 

FINAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON CREDENTIALS 

 To the Most Puissant General Grand Master, General Grand Officers, 
and Members of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, Internation-
al: 

This is the FINAL REPORT of the Committee on Credentials for the 
47th Triennial Assembly of the General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, 
International, this 26th day of September, 2020. 

 The Constitutional Quorum of nine (9) Constituent Grand Councils is 
present at this 47th Triennial Assembly.  There are several Subordinate Coun-
cils represented. 

Most Puissant Companion Larry, the Committee on Credentials thanks 
you for the opportunity to serve the General Grand Council of Cryptic Ma-
sons, International. 

Respectfully submitted, 
The Credentials Committee 

I move for the adoption of this report.  The motion was seconded and 
adopted. 

ELECTIONS 

 The General Grand Master called the election of the officers for the 48th 
Triennium.  He appointed the Regional Deputy General Grand Masters as 
tellers. Voting was conducted electronically. 
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 The General Grand Master then called for nominations for General 
Grand Master.  Right Puissant Companion Monty J. Glover, Past Grand Il-
lustrious Master of Hawai’I and the current Deputy General Grand Master, 
was duly nominated and seconded.  Upon call for further nominations three 
times, nominations were declared closed, and Companion Glover was de-
clared unanimously elected.  

 Companion Glover was asked if he accepted the election, and he said he 
did.. 

 The General Grand Master then opened the floor for nominations for the 
Deputy General Grand Master.  Companion William G. Snyder, a Past Grand 
Illustrious Master of Missouri and incumbent General Grand Principal Con-
ductor of the Works, was nominated and was duly seconded.  Upon call for 
further nominations three times, nominations were declared closed and Com-
panion Snyder was declared unanimously elected.   

 Companion Snyder was asked if he accepted the decision of the Com-
panions.  He responded he did and was declared elected. 

 The General Grand Master then opened the floor for nominations for the 
General Grand Principal Conductor of the Work.  Companion George Thom-
as Taylor III, a Past Illustrious Grand Master of Delaware, was duly nominat-
ed and seconded.  Upon call for further nominations three times, nominations 
were declared closed, and Companion Taylor was declared unanimously 
elected. 

 Companion Taylor if he accepted the decision of the Companions.  He 
responded he did, and he was declared elected. 

 The General Grand Master opened the floor for nominations for the Gen-
eral Grand Treasurer.  Companion Charles A. McCollum, a Past Illustrious 
Grand Master of Connecticut and a member of a Council of the GrandCoun-
cil of Maine, was nominated and was duly seconded.  Upon call for further 
nominations three times, nominations were declared closed.  No further nom-
inations appearing, Companion McCollum was declared unanimously elect-
ed.   

 Companion McCollum was asked if he accepted the decision of the 
Companions.  He responded he did and was declared elected. 

 The General Grand Master then opened the floor for nominations for the 
General Grand Recorder.  Companion Steven A. Balke, a Past Illustrious 
Grand Master of New Mexico and the incumbent General Grand Recorder, 
was duly nominated and seconded.  Upon call for further nominations three 
times, nominations were declared closed.  No further nominations appearing, 
Companion Balke was declared unanimously elected.   
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 The General Grand Master asked Companion Balke if he accepted the 
decision of the Companions.  He responded he did, and he was declared 
elected. 

The General Grand Master declared the elections completed. 

 The General Grand Master then requested the Finance Committee pre-
sent the budget for the 48th Triennium. 

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
To the Officers and Members of the General Grand Council: 

 We, your Committee on Finance, with the advice of the Deputy General 
Grand Master, present the following budget for approval 

General Grand Council 
of 

Cryptic Masons, International 
48th Triennial Budget 

August 2020 - July 2023  
UCOA Income Category Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 48th Trienni-

Income 
52100 Per capita Note 1 $87,500.00 $87,500.00 $87,500.00 $262,500.00 
53000 Interest and Dividends Note 2 $25,000.00 $25,000.00 $25,000.00 $75,000.00 
54400 Inventory sales $500.00 $500.00 $500.00 $1,500.00 
54900 Miscellaneous Revenue $166.67 $166.67 $166.67 $500.00 
54900 Miscellaneous Income $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
54900 Other types of income $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 
52140 Fees. UD, Charter, etc $300.00 $300.00 $300.00 $900.00 
26200 Donations to General Fund $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Total Income $340,400.00 
Expenses 

72000 Payroll Note 3 $22,200.00 $22,200.00 $22,200.00 $66,600.00 
82100 Office rent $2,400.00 $2,400.00 $2,400.00 $7,200.00 
82600 Maintenance $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $9,000.00 
81000 Gen Office Equipment Expense $1,333.33 $1,333.33 $1,333.33 $4,000.00 
82000 Technology $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $15,000.00 
81300 Communications  $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $1,200.00 $3,600.00 
75200 Bank Charges  $433.33 $433.33 $433.33 $1,300.00 
75300 Legal and Accounting $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $3,000.00 $9,000.00 
81100 Office supplies  $1,500.00 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 $4,500.00 
81401 Postage mailing Service $3,333.33 $3,333.33 $3,333.33 $10,000.00 
81700 Printing and copying $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $15,000.00 
82700 Allowable depreciation $400.00 $400.00 $400.00 $1,200.00 
85500 Miscellaneous Exp - regalia/repair $333.33 $333.33 $333.33 $1,000.00 
86200 Sales tax (on equip) $333.33 $333.33 $333.33 $1,000.00 
72500 payroll Taxes $4,440.00 $4,440.00 $4,440.00 $13,320.00 
70200 Educational $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $5,000.00 $15,000.00 
83100 GGM Travel $15,000.00 $15,000.00 $15,000.00 $45,000.00 
83100 Officer Authorized travel Note 4 $35,000.00 $35,000.00 $35,000.00 $105,000.00 
85800 Contingency funds $4,333.33 $4,333.33 $4,333.33 $13,000.00 
85900 Miscellaneous Expenses $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 

  Total Expenses  $339,720.00 
  Net Income  $680.00  
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 We move that this budget be adopted. 
 
Fraternally submitted, 
Monty J. Glover, Deputy General Grand Master 
Robert B. Malwitz, Chmn 
Mark E. Irwin 
Mark E. Megee 
William R. Miller 
 
 The motion was seconded and was adopted. 
 
 The General Grand Master declared business of the General Grand 
Council suspended and a meeting of the Cryptic Masons Medical Research 
Foundation Corporation opened. 
 
 The General Grand Master opened the floor for nominations of the at-
large members of the Board of Trustees.  The following Past Most Illustrious 
Grand Masters were nominated:  Paul Friend of Florida, Dr Joe Rouse of 
Arkansas, and John Ridenour of Oregon.  Upon the report of the tellers, 
Companions Friend, Rouse, and Ridenour were elected to three year terms. 
 
 After the change to the Corporation Bylaws, one member of the board 
was to elected from an International Venue. One candidate was nominated. 
Companion Raphael P. Soneghet, a Past Grand Illustrious Master of Brazil. 
The General Grand Master declared Companion Soneghet elected. 
 
 The four trustees that were elected were asked if they accepted their 
election, and they all said they did. The Oath of a Trustee was administered. 
 
 The meeting was then turned over to Dr Michael Murphy, Chairman of 
the Indiana Center for Vascular Biology and Medicine at the Indiana Univer-
sity school of Medicine.  Dr. Murphy presented the latest advances in the 
research. 
 
 The meeting of the CMMRF Corporation was closed. 

Note 1 Per Capita income based on 35,000 members @ $2.50 each 
Note 2 Investment income from Life Membership, Operations and Corporate Fund income 
Note 3 Payroll Expenses Breakdown      

 Contract Recorder expenses         $27,000.00 
 Contract Clerical expenses         $36,000.00 
 Contract Treasurer expenses         $3,600.00 
   Total       $66,600.00 
       

Note 4 Authorized Travel Proposed Breakdown based on position but may be redistributed as needed 
 Travel and Meetings, Officers         $9,000.00 
 Dep. GGM Travel         $21,000.00 
 GPCW Travel         $15,000.00 
 Officer Authorized travel         $30,000.00 
 Regional Deputy travel         $20,000.00 
 International Travel other         $10,000.00 
   Total       $105,000.00 
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 After it determined there was no further business to be conducted, the 
General Grand Master closed the 47th Triennial Assembly until our next As-
sembly in 2023 unless due and timely notice of special Assembly is sent. 

David A. Grindle 
General Grand Master 

ATTEST:
General Grand Recorder 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

 On Saturday, September 26th, at 3:50 p.m., the officers for the 47th Tri-
ennium were installed.  The installation team consisted of the following: 

M.P.C. David A. Grindle, Installing General Grand Master

The following General Grand Officers were installed: 

Monty J. Glover General Grand Master 
540 Guinevere Ct C:  (808) 381-3202 
McDonough GA 30252  E-mail:  monty_glover@hotmail.com

William G. Snyder Deputy General Grand Master 
2830 Brentwood Ct C:  (816) 853-7414 
Independence MO 64055-2158 E-mail:  zorel1953@gmail.com 

G. Thomas Taylor III General Grand Principal Conductor of Work 
105 Pigeon Run Dr C:  (302) 383-8298 
Bear DE 19701-1512 E-mail:  gtaylor858@aol.com

Charles A. McCollum General  Grand-Treasurer 
71 Eunice Pwy H:  (203) 241-2554 
Stratford CT 06615 e-mail:  mccollumcharles1@gmail.com

Steven A. Balke  General Grand Recorder 
Office:  PO Box 365 C:  (505) 730-7189 
Estancia NM 87016-0365 e-mail:  ggcrec@gmail.com

R. Sean Gardiner Asst General Grand Recorder 
13506 Crompton Ct C:  (651) 344-2009 
Rosemount MN 55068 e-mail:  sean.gardiner@stigardiner.net

Gheorghe A. Vilceanu General Grand Captain Of the Guard
bld.Lacul Tei NR.63, bl.8, ap31 H:  +40722245694 
Bucharesti, Sector 2 Romania e-mail:  gheorghe_vilceanu_av@yahoo.com

Mark E. Megee General Grand Conductor Of the Council 
PO Box 966 C:  (609) 937-8500 
Highstown NJ 08520 e-mail:  markmegee@hotmail.com
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Paul C. Smith General Grand Marshal (East) 
1097 Upper Straw Rd C:  (603) 540-9147 
Hopkinton NH 03229 e-mail:  nhmasonpcs@gmail.com
Danny D. Smothers General Grand Marshal (West) 
3111 N Juanita Dr C:  (816) 213-5855 
Buckner MO 64016 e-mail:  dan.smothers@gmail.com
Most Rev. E. Jeffrey Craig General Grand Chaplain 
1420 NW Gilman Blvd #2285 H:  (425) 255-7024  C:  (206) 799-8195 
Issaquah WA 98027-5394 e-mail:  ejcmasonmail@gmail.com
Rev. Charles M. Roberts Asst General Grand Chaplain 
158 Meadowbriar Rd H:  (585) 621-3796 C:  (585) 259-3796 
Rochester NY 14616-2339 e-mail:  cholyone@rochester.rr.com
Rev. James R. Herrington Asst General Grand Chaplain 
324 Stamford Dr C:  (302) 366-1160 
Newark DE 19711-2762 e-mail:  revjrh@verizon.net

General Grand Lecturer—
Michel C. Sabatier Africa, Europe, Middle East 
110, Chemin de la Pompe H:  +336.03000306 
Vidauban 83550 France e-mail:  michel.c.sabatier@wanadoo.fr

Clyde H. Schoolfield, Jr. General Grand Lecturer 
PO Box 11423 C:  (405) 427-3388 
Oklahoma City OK 73136 e-mail:  clyde.schoolfield@gmail.com

Lee D. Gordon General Grand Steward 
PO Box 22958 C:  (808) 722-0618 
Honolulu HI 96823 e-mail:  leegordon53@gmail.com

Robert G. Davis General Grand Orator 
411 E Noble Ave C: (405) 826-1462 
Guthrie OK 73044-3312 e-mail:  gsritegc@gmail.com

Steven D. Monrotus General Grand Musician 
230 Kingsway Dr H:  (573) 756-9020  C:  (573) 756-7500 
Farmington MO 63640-1026 e-mail:  smonrotusdmd@gmail.com

Anthony T. Johnson General Grand Historian 
2613 Alberta Ave C:  (402) 679-6141 
Bellevue NE 68147-2166 email:  tjark@cox.net 

John A. Bridegroom General Grand Sentinel 
304 E 1225 N C:  (219) 916-2966 
Chesterton IN 46304-9523 e-mail:  grandcouncilofficer@comcast.net

David A. Grindle  Junior Past General Grand Master 
4425 W Magrath Dr C:  (208) 870-8397 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83815-0025 E-mail:  ggm20172020@gmail.com 
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Living Past General Grand Masters 

1993-96 Dalvin L. Hollaway 
PO Box 767 

Canyonville, OR 97417-0767

2002-05 Perry B. Anderson 
216 N Van Buren Ave 
Pierre SD 57501-3548

2005-08 Maurice C. “Bud” Himes 
1314 Fern Rd 

Slocomb, AL 36375-5626 

2013-17 Lawrence O. Weaver 
19433 Prospector Ter 

Oregon City OR 97045-6710 

2017-20 David A. Grindle 
4425 W Magrath Dr 

Coeur d’Alene ID 83815-0025 

Honorary 

2014-15 Milton S. Roberts 
3736 Pleasant Hill Rd 

Kelso WA 98626-9721 

2014-16 Ronald W. Guthrie 
PO Box 1841 

Mason City IA 50402-1841 
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The Regional Deputies and Ambassadors present were installed in 
separate groups. 

REGIONAL DEPUTY GENERAL GRAND MASTERS 
Kpakpovi M. “Marc” Adote Africa Regional Deputy 
12 Allee De L'ivraie Phone:  +0033674898951 
Montigny Le Pox 78180 Togo e-mail:  ataadote@yahoo.fr 

Victorino A. Floro III Asia-Pacific Regional Deputy 
334 Gen Ordonez St Phone:  +63-917-820-0540 
Marikina Heights 
Marikina City Philippines e-mail:  dannydatu@yahoo.com 

Allan Silvestre dos Santos Brazil Regional Deputy 
Rua Decio Pacheco de Silveira, 60 C:  +55 11 99879-3321 
Sao Paulo SP 04719-080 Brazil e-mail  naslar@yahoo.com 

Bryan D. Bechler Canada Regional Deputy 
PO Box 1115 Phone: (360) 631-4187 
Granite Falls WA 98252-1115 e-mail:  bry.kat@frontier.com 

Marcos D. OSTRANDER M. Latin America Regional Deputy 
10104 Galsworthy Pl Phone:  +507-6676-8902 
Betheseda MD 20817-1245 e-mail  marcosomulford@hotmail.com 

Michael J. Smith East Central Regional Deputy 
8210 S Pennsylvania St C:  (317) 619-8412 
Indianapolis IN 46227 e-mail:  msmth1986@yahoo.com 

Norman R. Draine Europe Regional Deputy 
1 Manor Drive, Bonby, near Brigg H:  +44-01652-618231 C: +44-07802-442459 
North Lincolnshire DN20 0QU UK e-mail:  normanbonby@aol.com 

James B. Walsh Mid-Atlantic Regional Deputy 
113 Savannah Rd H:  (302) 615-7981 C:  (302) 745-7981 
Lewes DE 19958-1437 e-mail:  anglersmarina@yahoo.com 

Carl F. Lidstrom North Central Regional Deputy 
16389 Glory Ln Unit 415 C:  (952) 937-2095 
Bellevue NE 68147-2466 e-mail:  carl.lidstrom@gmail.com 

William S. Karstens IV Northeast Regional Deputy 
52 Bingham Ln C:  (802) 338-2591 
Williston VT 05495 e-mail:  wkarstens@smcvt.edu 

Wayne W. Long Northwest Regional Deputy 
5012 Hwy 34 C:  (307) 331-3258 
Wheatland WY 82291 e-mail:  coyote7mm@yahoo.com 

John L. Logan South Central Regional Deputy 
13913 Kirkland Rdg C:  (405) 435-0318 
Edmond OK 73013-7080 e-mail:  jllogan33@gmail.com 

Thomas H. Nesbit Southeast Regional Deputy 
2047 Taylor Rd C:  (334) 797-6814 
Dothan AL 36301-7250 e-mail:  thnesbit@mac.com 

Jason C. Varner Southwest Regional Deputy 
5673 Hillwoodway #11 C:  (801-683-9465 
Taylorsville UT 84129 e-mail:  brothervarner@gmail.com 
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AMBASSADORS 2020-23 

Alabama Troy A. Brown 

Alaska Hebry Telling (907) 388-2894 
harrytelling@yahoo.com 

Arizona Russell Sayre 
6135 E Indian Bend Rd 
Paradise Valley AZ 85253-3439 
(480) 998-7018 
rlsayre@cox.net

Arkansas W. Paul Wilson

Austria Vacant

Brazil Vacant

California-North Robert A. L. Whitfield 
1006 Natwick Way 
Brentwood CA 94513 
(925) 963-0933 
callbob1@gmail.com 

California-South Raymond D. Goceke 
3080 Heather Dr 
Fullerton CA 92835-2204 
(714) 345-2223 
godeke33@msn.com

Central America Jose Ramon San Feliu 503 7890 1757 
sanfeliujr@gmail.com 

Colorado Bruce Lawlor 
4164 S Syracuse St 
Denver CO 80237-2168 
(720) 421-7748 
b.lawlor@comcast.net

Connecticut Peter Smyth

Croatia Goran Kniewald goran.kniewald@gmail.com

Cyprus Panayiotis M. Joannou 
PO Box 23911 
Nicosia 1687 Cyprus 
+357-22378195  C: +357-99635337 
chloej@cytanet.com.cy

Canada Western Vacant 

Canada Eastern Vacnat 
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Delaware William F. Lott 

PO Box 186 
Dagsboro DE 19939-0186 
(302) 732-3068 
wflott@aol.com 

District of Columbia Marcel J. Desroches, Jr. 
2721 Arlington Dr Apt 304 
Alexandria VA 22306-7532 
(202) 312- 1207 C: (301) 651-9728 
mdesroches06@hotmail.com 

Florida-North Glenn E. Chandler, Sr. 
5360 Redrac St 
Jacksonville FL 32205-9603 
((904) 254-8155 
gechandlersnr@bellsouth.net 

Florida-South Larry R. Gillespie  

France Yves Cesso yves@cesso.fr 

Gabon Vacant  

Georgia Wade C. Smith, Sr.  

Germany Vacant  

Greece Constantinos Korontzis 
19 Acharnon St  
10428 Athens Greece  
+30-6977507221  
korontziskost@gmail.com 

Hawai'i Mark P. Leo 
1427 Mokuna Pl 
Honolulu HI 96816-7713 
(808) 429-5977 
fraichemark@gmail.com 

Idaho Robert A. Farrow 
3824 Wanda St 
Idaho Falls ID 83406 
(208) 419-8909 
farrow165@gmail.com 

Illinois Derreck Heifer  

Indiana David Miller 
9537 Northcote 
Munster IN 46321 
(219) 743-7739 
Dwkm1107@gmail.com 

Iowa Wade Sheeler  

Italy Alberto M. Rossi me@albertomariarossi.it 
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Japan Vacant

Kansas Wayne Rolff

Kentucky Russell Creech 
3818 Sigma Dr 
Erlanger KY 41018 
(859) 992-3816 
rericcreech@aol.com 

Louisiana Camille J. “Buddy” Guidry 

Madagascar Vacant

Maine Ken Caldwell (207) 749-4389 
kenc3838@yahoo.com 

Maryland Robret Lumbert

México

Massachusetts Stephen Rubenstein 

Michigan Corey F. G. L. Curtiss 

Minnesota W. David Wmery

Mississippi Vacant

Missouri Aaron M. Shoemaker (816) 585-4225 
aaron@aaronshoemaker.com 

Montana Roger Cathel (406) 899-3777 
recathel-owp@msn.com

Nebraska Edward Nolte

Nevada Craig A. Phillips 
4354 Silver Bay St 
Las Vegas NV 89147 
(702) 336-1629 
nvdemolay@yahoo.com 
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New Hampshire Paul C. Smith (603) 540-9147 
nhmasonpcs@gmail.com 

New Jersey Newlin R. Williams 
78 Ewing St 
Bridgeton NJ 08302-1715 
(609) 364-0455 
newlin925@comcast.net 

New Mexico Dion Newhouse 
4904 Deborah Ave NW 
Albuquerque NM 87125-0004 
(505) 250-8274 
dionnewhouse1@gmail.com 

New York Richard Fowler (315) 439-7141 
rfowler415@aol.com 

North Carolina John Davis  

North Dakota Gregory B. Taylor 
809 16th Ave SE 
East Grand Forks ND 56721 
(701) 696-9026 
tbrucewelsh@hotmail.com 

Ohio Michael A. Smith 
1219 Sherwood Forest Dr 
West Carrollton OH 45449 
(937) 572-3615 
msmithrsm@gmail.com 

Oklahoma William J. Cloud 
PO Box 651 
Blanchard OK 73010 
(405) 401-3879 
wcloud9@yahoo.com 

Ontario Vacant  

Oregon Courtland B. “C.B.” Brooks (514) 888-0805 
chandon7@frontier.com 

Panama Francisco Flores 
Panama City Panama 
507 6379 6317 
flores1958@gmail.com 

Paraguay Odilon F. Ayala Alegre 
10 de Julio N° 589 
FERNANDO DE LA MORA Paraguay 
odilsn@gmail.com 

Pennsylvania Vacant  

Peru Moises Alejandro Mita Valdivia 
JUSTO VIGIL 329 ORRANTIA DEL MAR 
Lima 17 Peru 
+51 01 2640452 C: +51 999706749 
alejandro_mita@hotmail.com 

Philippines Vacant  
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South Carolina Jim Barr  

South Dakota Herbert Su  

Taiwan Paul Yu-Fend 18F, 111-7, Wenhua Road, Sec.2 
Banqiao, New Taipei, Taiwan 22047 

Togo Vacant  

Utah Reed B. Fanning Reed.the.Mason@gmail.com 

Venezuela Oscar Rodriguez Luna 34 622 286785 
o.rodriguez.luna@gmail.com 

Vermont Kirk White (802) 522-3467 
kirkwhitevt@gmail.com 

Washington Michael Smitson (253) 370-9748 
WA@comcast.net 

Wisconsin John M. Pratt 
2814 Libal St 
Green Bay WI 54301-2876 
(920) 339-0392 C: (920) 737-5470 
jpratt@prattsecurity.com 

Wyoming Richard N. Lewis 
PO Box 38 
Wheatland WY 82201-0038 
(307) 322-9305 
rlewis@wyomingwisp.com 

Romania Andrei F M. Diaconescu 
Calea Grivitei No. 152, Ap 19 
Bucharesti Romania 
+40722369471 
andrei.diaconescu@simaco.ro 

Rhode Island Mark Thompson (401) 368-8306 
fs1retired@verizon.net 

Portugal João Carvalha 
Rua Ilha dos Amores, nº 67, 6º Esqº. 
Lisboa 1900-423 Portugal 
+351 965488457 
joaocarvalha@gmail.com 

Tennessee Vacant  

Texas Vacant  



General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons, International 

87 

ADDENDA 
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